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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



NOTICE 



THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 
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Tour lettet~-*~^~'*. October 7 0 1958^ has been 
received, ■ '■ 

^^^ofT^nEBJ^fiJee^t^confiif^^^i^f oorvice, inf or- 
official use only, r? addtif 9nU H and available for 

« / a c t -/ < „dt4' , ^; no ?o“f I** 0 ”. *»«.«/ U strictly 

conclusions as to the chn ynr>4* b+eertwod to draw 
organisation oflnTtlilulu 0 ” tn ^**V of any 

these rules and* tail*], no** tnV** 1 '*'**!* *** reaBon for 

that 1 oe do not , have the tn'ro^maii her that we do • or * 
, nave vne information you requested • e 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN £ UNCLASSIFIED - 
DATE^is BYjfcsk 1 / 



concerning th/ ^dlrll CounalU^ r fS at0 ^ V * n /or«a*io» 5 
porated into thelfatUw^ later incor- 

in America . Uuch of this da+1 l ? f Chur °hea of Christ 
church groups, and investiaation L e « r, j P 5 Be from rival 
with informants of the SeL rVnZ n*y t ’‘ ed t0 contacts 
that no data was developed indinn'+i* 06 ln 1950 Te fleeted 
wbversive activities* on the tal+ tiT l> 9 anV Commun iot or 
mith this organisation. (100^50869) ^ persm3 Wtliai 



Sincerely youra 9 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Federal Council of Churc v ^s? 



Bureau files fail to reflect any record identifiable' 
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October 7, 1952 



Office of J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 






Mr. N 

Mr. Giavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Rosen— — 

Mr. Tracy 

1 Mr. Laughlin — 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Winterrowd 

Tele. Room J 

Mr^HolIomaAj; 
Mi is GandyLSL 



■Sk 

k 




f I would like to know if the information contained -in. -this J i ^ ! 

leaflet is th e tru th. If it is, I intend to do something about it in my yj 

church. If it isn't, I certainly do not Want to injure an innocent 
.organization. Inasmuch as Mr. H oover is quot ed her ein I feel that s ' 

I your department will have the answer. £ 

I am deeply worried because on September 7th our ministe r k I't ' 
a rose in our pulpit and stated_that the Bibl e c ontained many mythg and ^ 

the Virgin birth of Christ was one of them. Our church i s the Firs t 
Chri stian, Diciples of Christ Church and that is not its doctrine. W c - j ~ 
all gasped bu t until this liter at ure was pl aced in my hand I didn't have j 

a ny id e a what to d o. I am the mother of two children nine and ten j 

years old. This is very important to me and I would appreciate an '.V- 

answer. 

; * s. 

Yours truly 
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At a Constituting Convention held 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 28 to Dec. 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches “went underground*’ by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed, although it is operating 
under a new name. 
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THE FACTS INSIDE and 
JfOUR .OWN CONCLUSIONS 
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.a Hutted States Department ^Sustire 
Hedernl Bureau of Inuesti^tion 
SEfasljmgtan 25, B. C. 

STATEMENT OF J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR, FEDERAL. 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
3:45 P.M., MARCH 26, 1947, WASHINGTON, D. C. 




The aims and responsibilities of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and the Federal Bureau of Investigation are the same — the protection 
of the internal security of this Nation. The methods whereby this goal may be 
accomplished differ, however. 

I have always felt that the greatest contribution this Committee could 
make is the public disclosure of the forces that menace America — Communist and 
Fascist. That is why the venom of the American Communist and the now defunct 
German-American Bund has been directed at this Committee as it has also been 
directed at the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This Committee renders a 
distinct service when it publicly reveals the diabolic machinations of sinister 
figures engaged in un-American activities. 

The Bole of the FBI 



The FBI has great responsibilities to the Nation. In addition to 
being charged "with the duty of investigating violations of the laws of the 
United States, collecting evidence in cases in which the United States is or 
may be a party in interest and performing other duties imposed... by law," 
the FBI has been charged by Presidential Directive dated September 6, 1939, 

"to take charge of investigative work in matters relating to espionage, 
sabotage...” In implementing this charge the President called upon all law 
enforcement officers to promptly "turn over to the nearest representative of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation any information obtained by them relating 
to espionage, counterespionage, sabotage, subversive activities..." 

The FBI is essentially an investigative agency. It is our duty to 
get the facts. We do not establish policies — that is the responsibility of 
higher authority. We do not make decisions as to prosecutions — that is the 
responsibility of the Attorney General, his assistants and the various United 
States Attorneys. 

To the end that our responsibilities may be discharged it is necessary 
not to lose sight of the fact that our chief responsibility is the duty to obtain 
information and to protect confidence. Thus, when a citizen furnishes information 
on a confidential basis his confidence must be respected. In any intelligence 
operation, security of information is of primary concern. I recall in the pre- 
war years that the FBI was criticized on the ill-founded premise that nothing was 
being done to meet the Nazi-Fascist- Japanism threat to our internal security. 

The real facts are now a matter of record. What was being done, and done suc- 
cessfully, could not then be discussed and publicized. When the time came to 
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October 13, 1953 



Dear 

Tour letter dated October 7, 1953 
with enclosure, has been received* '•*>-• 



•£i.-.. 4 | 



.5,8? 

'I .e: * 



Thtle 2 would like to be of service, - 1 
J »faft to advise that information in TBI files 
<a confidential and available for Official use 
only . . I would like to point out also that the 
FBI is striotly a fact-finding agency and it is 
not within gthe Units of its prescribed functions 
to draw conclusions or make evaluations as to 
the character and integrity of any organisation 
or individual • 

2 2 know you will understand the reason 

for these rules and will not infer either that 
we do or that we do not have the information ydu 

requested • ..... v . . ... 




i £ 



'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEHEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



«_BY. 



Sincerely yours , 

7.~ Edgar, Hoover 

John Edgar ffoover 
Director : : ■ 



NOTEt '. The quotation on page 5 of the enclosure attributed 
to the Dtrector appears on page 13 of ^he^0rec tor's State- 
ment of 3-83—47, before th a ffdusefQommtt^ee on ffh—Ame ri can 
Activities • Bu files reflect certaiji^aeroguevry information 
concerning the federal Council^ Ch^dheN, later incorpo- 
rated into National CouncAl r of WjiM^WjV Christ in 

Sowever, much df thtstysta came from rival church 
groups Jt Ap investigation confined to contacts with inform - 
of tnq Afaw York office tn 1950 reflects that no 
data tBajfyjieveioped indicating any Communists or subversive 
qctHMtfey & m- tfre^imr^wf^ any persons afftltated with this 
ctygnijrationl ( 100-50 859 f r\ . 
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Qctobor 22, 1&2 



received • 



Tour letter dated October 16, 19$2 0 tea tea* 



Although I would It koto ho of aos io tones, tho ■ 
filee of thie Bureau are maintained mo confidential and >; 
available for official uoo only • J tel aura ttet you mill 
understand tho necessity for euoh a regulation and will 
hot infer that our filoo do or do not contain tho infor tuition 
you haoo roquootodm yv.^l„ y ‘ . 

i/ at **y tfsa fa/oraatlaa comoo to your attontion 
which you fool may ho of intoroot to thto Bureau 0 ploaoo 
fool froo to cowsunicate directly with tho Special Agent is 
Charge of our Pittoburgh Qffice located at k50 Union Truot 
Building 0 Pittoburgh 19 0 Penns yloantam 

E ^ f Sincerely your s 0 :^ 






•ToAn Edgar Hoover 
Director 



.2 - cc Pittsburgh (with copies of inignfingj 
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BurQfdturfiJUs contain no i nfoirm tioh concern ing' : ..*Z$j-^ 
correspond enr» »r \ '•>< -'-EE. • 

• < • • - bJ Of. m . ' ' • -'•••• i.- 
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kr* J. kdgar noover, 

mi 

Washington, D* C* 

Dear Sir; 

ffor some time I have been concerned about the 
undermining effects of Communism in Religion through 
kodernistic church leaders and church literature* I do 
believe the situation is very serious and want to do all.- 
1 can to rid our Country of this subversive influence even 
tho ugh I am a member of the Church of the Brethren which 
is a part of th^ -Mational Council of Churches* 

I am interested in distributing the enclosed pam- 
phlet, but before doing so, I wish to have substantiation 
from your group as to its authenticity* 

Mil you be so kind as to give me your opinioh\qf 
the pamphlet "how Red is the Rational Council of Churches^ 
I would also appreciate any additional infor matio n >ou may 
have, especially any information on E* S tan le^\ J o ne e -• 







yxvmm !S5a 



yours , 











**£&%• U* v .. ;v 

”.V5\ „. v * , .A- 




-■Sa^. 



- '!*. v . 













October 22, 1952 
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Jour letter dated October 13, 1952, together 
with enclosure, hae been received, and I appreciate 
the tntereet which prompted pour writing me • 

While I weald like to be of oervtce, J 
wioh to advice that information in FBI fileo to 
confidential and available for official nee only* 

I would Itke to point out aloe that the FBI to 
, otrictly a fact-finding agency, and tt to not with* 

' the ltmtto of ito preoertbed functions to draw 
^conclusions or smke evaluations as to the character 
Spr integrity of any organisation or individual. 

I know you will understand the necessity 
for our policy tn thts regard and will not tnfer 
either that we do or do not have information on the 
organisation and tndtvtdual you went ioned, 

Tou may be interested in the fact that the 
statement attributed to me in the pamphlet you 
enclosed is an excerpt from a statement I made on 
March 26, 1947, before the Committee on Un-American 
Activities of the Bouse of Representatives • I am 
enclosing a copy of this statement for what interest 
^ may be to you • The excerpt quoted appears jtn 
, page twelve, . s. £ S 
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Sincerely yours 

f £jn £dgai * Hoover . ' cO. Z\ 
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Statement J.‘ Edpgr EooCer 3-26-47. 
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DIC:jah (See next%age) 
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^OTffi Enclosure to incoming was a pamphlet entitled "Sou 
Red Xs the Federal Council of ChurchesP 99 issued by the 
American Council of Chrtetian Laymen , Madison , Wisconsin . 

The Bureau has received numerous tnguirt es 
concerning this pamphlet as well as the Federal Counoil of 
Churches • An investigation confined to contact with 
informants was conducted by the Few York Off tee in 1950 t 
however, no data was developed tndtcattng any Communist 
or subversive activities on the part of this organisation. 
The pamphlet attempts to show that the Federal Council 
te Communistic and includes a statement of the Director 
which As accurate, although incomplete , and is taken from 
(l00*M869) n * be f or * * h9 Cn-Amertcan Activities Committee . 



/ replies ha vs always be sn 



es confidential 




iv>^: °r^i^ ^ 

-T^^zx^y '^s-^o AXiX-s 0—^ 

Q^_^X. *1 d£^^~' , ' 

je^<- «^- i^~a& L -~^ L 



r l ^ Lya yy^^ 

^ f '-?vUL~<s • o£W 

^ -m^-- 

__ "P^ . ■ ., 







n\|V 




55 








B^m 




BKva 


^mSIffiSwSlilu HiPUr 

Smimm?3!t ^twmwm^lm'Iiriim 








' via SI ^B||tt»t|| 


mnnmZJWA 


BMUl] 



NOV 5 1852 








4P 



November 4 , 1952 
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AIR MAIL 



Dear 



Tour letter postmarked October 27, 1952 , 
with enclosure, has been received • 

While I would like to be of service, 
information tn FBI files is confidential and avail - 
able for offictal use only • I would like to point 
out also that the FBI is strictly a fact-finding 
agency and it is not within the scope of its pre- 
scribed functions to draw conclusions or make 
evaluations as to the character or integrity of any 
organisation or individual • 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have the information you requested • 

Sincerely yours , 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 9, 

t .X 



ELT:mbk:i i 



& ( See Note next 
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m INFORMATION CONTAINED / 
HT: ‘-IN IS jUNCLASSIFI'E 



«0v 4 1952 

i mailed 24 

NOV 14 1952 







NOTE s Correspondent enclosed a self-addressed stamped 
envelope which is being utilised in reply * - 



- 1 ?: 

m. 



Bufiles reflect that an investigation confined - 
to contacts with informants with the New York Office 
in 1950 reflected that no data was developed indicating 
any Communist or subversive activities on the part 
of any person affiliated with the National Council 
of Churches • ( 100-50869 ). 
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Tour letter postmarked October 27, 2952, 
hoe been received, cod I appreciate the tnterest 
which prompted you to communicate with mem 

While f would like to be of eervice, T 
wish to aditse that information in FBI filee te 
confidential and available for offictal uee only, 

I would like to point out aleo that the FBI t$ 
strictly a fact-finding agency and it te not 
within the Unite of its prescribed functions to 
.draw conclusions or make evaluations as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation or 
"ind iv id uhl , '■ " .»■ . < 

- - v-:- — _ Y' V 

:J know you will understand Hhe gednon 
for these rules and will not tnfer efther?tMt we 
do or that we do Hot Have the infQrnatigr&ycfr 

MAMCONTAINEDa' > 21 V / 



ALL If’FORKAWN CONTAINED; 
HERryajjNCLASSIFlED, ; 1 
mim/v riSm 



Sr 

Sincerely yours^ 
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CD MM — FBI i 

NOV 51952 

MAILED 24 
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BOTti Bufiles reflect certain tie rogatory info rAav ten ce*n - 

ingTTederal Coun cil of Churches later incorporated intt Hyatf onoj ^ 

Counc 
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nnunnrrTrr-rKufbhes VfT^fTsiqn JLmerica; however, most of thi^^ 
data came frovT fi var&bmxh. *, grasps'. J n investigation cor>S i<xea Xo . 
contacts of i nformblrpT Ijylfoe'NewYo rk Office in ,1950 reflected ( 
that no data was developee indicating any Communist or siioversive i 
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Office MenW ywz • united govern 

TO » DIRECTOR, FBI datb: November 10, 1952 



to t DIRECTOR, FBI 

t 

from » SAC, CHICAGO 

r <3P 

/subject: INFILTRATION INTO THE NATIONAL 
(FEDERAL) COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
INTERNAL SECUHITX " -“U . . ! " J - . ! •: 









tne enclosed literature 
stating that an organisation under the name of the 
National Council of Churches is assisting in a move 
many for 
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Ah^rican Council of C^istian Laymen 



122 West Washington Avenue 
Madison 1, Wisconsin 



October 23, 1952 



De ar 

We are Indeed Interested In the situation you outline In 
your letter of October l6; press of other matters has made It 
Impossible to write sooner. 

Y p at Present, we do not feel that National 
Council of Churches is a suitable organization to sponsor the 
founding of Christian churches. It is controlled by apostates 
Tvf ^©apologists for Communism and openly preach socialism under 
the pretense that it is the doctrine of "the Kingdom of God." 

a Presbyterian Church USA is in the same position; it must 
port1 ?? 0f o the responsibility for what goes on in 
the National Council. Samuel McCrea Cavert, a Presbyterian, was 

Jo! ?* lnclpal ®*®°utive officer of the old Federal Council, and 
has the same position with the National Council. Two of the four 
divisional vice presidents of NCC and the chairman of the new 
General Department of United Church Men are among the many Presby- 
terians in positions of policy-making. 7 7 

t . . 18 a h *rd thing to say, and of course huge vials of 

wrath have been poured upon my head for saying such things, but to 
my mind, a church under such sponsorship as is proposed for the 
Riverside Church is something worse than no church at all. 

.... no . Sunday. School for children? Some will exclaim like 

this. But I ask, is it any better to have children taught apostate 
doctrines than to get no religious training? I think not. 

_ If a group of you are of this mind, and are willing to stand 
on your own feet, not accepting "home mission funds" in aid of the 
project, you can go ahead and organize an independent church, or 
*5® he l p , i wblch probably would not include financial aid) 
fih«^K^ da ? e ? tal } St or S anizat fons such as Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America or General Association of Regular Baptists. 

• 4-4 W ® you In touch with either or both of these <rgani- 

z ® tl S > ^ 3 » b ut think it would be best if at least an informal group 
should be formed to consider and make themselves really certain 
about the undesirability of acting along the proposed lines. 












"October 23 » 1952 



If such a group exists, or can be organized, I would be 
willing to meet with it and discuss these matters, if it so 
pleased the group. 

For your immediate information and guidance I send you 
.herewith a pamphlet prepared by an Oklahoma layman which de- 
scribes the kind of teaching which both adults and children would 
receive in a Presbyterian Church. 

We will be happy to hear further from you about this situ- 
ation. 



With all best wishes. 




VPK:ehb President ACCL 
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October 16, 1952 



American Council of Christian Laymen 
la a V*. Washington Avenue 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Gentlemen? 

About two weeks ago I received from you some lit- 
erature entitled: "HOW RED IS TEE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHUnCHLS?" 



5 



I read this pamphlet as well as the ncccm r enyino 
literature with considerable interest. Almost simultaneously, 
though a bit prior to my having received this literature 
a movement had been started in my community for the estab- 
lishment of a church* I, as ..ell as many of my good neighbors 
were invited to help organise this project. 

The parent organisation backing the movement, a s I v/as 
given to understand, is "THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCK1S". 

A Pr sbyterlan church frem a nearby suburb will assume res- 
ponsibility of sponsorship. 

But for the receipt of your literature, I v/ould have 
given this project my whole hearted cooperation — now I am 
hesitant. 

Would you be sufficiently interested in this situation 
to make some comment? I would appreciate it and it might 
be helpful. 




Sincerely, 



* r -4 y&es - 
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American Council of 
Christian Laymen 
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Shall We Follow 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
or Leaders of 
Atheistic Communism? 



Vol. 1, No. 2 



February, 1951 



Photographically Reproduced From United Evangelical Action 



Price Five Cents 
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VERNE P. KAUB * 
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Heading the procession was a robed 
crow-brsirr, and next in line were 
inrmbrra or the choir of Christ Church 
of Shaker Heights, wearing robe* of 
blue and white. Two altar boys carried 
the American and Christian flags; they 
were followed by the woman’s choir of 
Schauffler College, Cleveland, gown- 
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The hnlltan:l) -garbed cboir*. arriv- 
ing at the apron of thr stage, m o v e d 
to the fridr* and stood in clow forma- 
tion. Then the leaders of the more 
somber I) -robed formation “made the 
Sign of the Cross” by seating them- 
selves around a great table, front and 
center on the Arena floor, shaped like 
a great cross and covered with white 
cloths. 
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Wwf grw.j«. mtrc amalgamated Mo 
■nr bdf W'm it prrftup* •omrtfung 
I»kr the ”b*rth ot Athens, who sprang 
full-grown from the brow of hrr fath- 
er. the mighty Zeus? If this analogs 
ha% point, then the role of Zeus might 
well be assigned to the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, at once the most publi- 
cized of the agencies, and the agency 
most aggressive in promoting and pub- 
licizing the merger. 
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Carrrd Council of Church Women, 
and 

Cfuted Stewardship Council. 

Apprndrd to this list of the princi- 
pal agcncirs or originators of the merg- 
er movement, are additional name*, 
with the notation, “Other agencies 
which subsequently decided to merge 
their efforts:” 



To play no favorites, the publicity 



Church World Service ; 
Inter-Seminary Committee; 
Protestant Film Commission, and 



• Mr. Kaub was UEA’a press repre- 
sentative at Cleveland. He is presi- 
dent of the American Council of 

Christian Laymen and author of Col- 
lectivism Challenges Christianity 



When all these choicest seats were 
occupied, later arrivals of the marchers 
seated themselves at tables at sides 
and rear of the cross, those at the sides 
covered with red, those in the rear 
with blue cloths. The side tables were 
filled by marchers who arrived in 



When the above picture was taken, the denominational church banners bad 
been earned to the stage, and obscure the flags of all nations in the rear. A re- 
presentative of one of the denominations is at the desk directly in front of the 
large white cross and the open Bible. He is signing the official commitment of 
the denomination to the new Council. The vested choirs which headed the pro- 
cessional are seated at left and right in front of the stage. 
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Protestant Radio Commission. 

Proceeding with the formalities na- 
tural to such an occasion, representa- 
tive* of the merging agencies were call- 
ed upon to place in the hands of the 
chairman documents officially approv- 
ing the move. Then the denomination- 
al delegations gave verbal assent to the 
merger, and one by one, a representa- 
tive of each denomination moved to a 
desk just in front of a tall white cross 
on the stage. There each signed the 
official documentsrAt the signing, the 
denominational banners, brought into 
the Arena by the marching groups, 
were assigned places on the stage. 

Now the formal pronouncement 
could be made — the National Council 
had come into being. Again the trum- 
pets blared and the organ pealed ; the 
joyful assemblage broke into song. 
“God of Grace and God of Glory.” 

This colorful event took place on 
Wednesday morning, Nov. 29. The 
following morning, principal business 
was adoption of the Constitution and 
By-Laws, and Friday morning. Dec. 1, 
last day of the Convention, officers^ 
were elected. 

It had “leaked out” on the first day 
of the convention that the^fhosen 
nominee for the president, sure to be 
elected, was Rt. Rev. Henry Knox 
Sherrill of Greenwich, Conn., presiding 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. And so it was. Every com- 
mittee nominee for every office — and 
there were scores and scores of nomi- 
nations — either was elected outright by 
the convention, or in the case of the 
“smaller fry, “recommended to the 
General Board for later election or 
appointment by that board. 

The Council Framework 

The General Board will consist of 
representatives of the constituent de- 
nominations specifically designated for 
the position by the respective denomina- 
tions. An appointing agency (denomi- 
nation or affiliated Council) may 
name one-seventh of its representatives 
to the General Board, which will have 
the powers of an executive committee. 
All the representatives of the denomina- 
tions (or other affiliates) will make up 
the General Assembly, the governing 
body of the Council. 

Never had there been any specula- 
tion z& tc who would be selected to be 
general secretary, and tfi effect, gen- 
eral manager of the National Council. 
No^d3y doubted for a minu^/that 
pydoeneralissimo” Samuel McCij 
*vert, general rt rhr rrtjrnl 

^ Council, would get th at “plum” v^fth- 
out opposition or any kind from any 
source. He has been on the Federal 
Council staff since 1919, served for 
nearly a decade as one of two general 
secretaries, and since 1930 has been 
the Councils chief executive officer. 

Dr. Roy G. Ross, for fifteen years 
general secretary of the international 
Council of Religious Education, was 
elected associate general secretary. An- 
other secretary of equal ranking, a 
woman, is to be selected later by the 
general board. 

Administrative secretaries named are 
Rev. Earl F. Adams, chairman of the 
field department of the Federal Coun- 
cil ; Rev. Philip C. Landers, associate 
general secretary of ICRE; Rev. J. 



QuinterVal|^^^ft^p«Ve general 
retary or Council, ail 

Wflbur QrTarovthicago. Aenid /. 
ylBanbo rn, editorial secretary of the Fed 
eral Council, was named assistant td 
the general secretary. 

Four general vice presidents, w 
elected. They are Mrs. Douglasjfn^,. 
ton, former president of Wellesley Col- 
lege and former commander of the 
WAVES ,^^>ngregational ; Mrs. .Abbie 
Clement-'jackson, Louisville, Ky., ex- 
ecutive secretary' of the Women's 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of African Method isw Episcopal Zion 
Church; Dr. M. E^Sadler, Fort 
uf Tl r s s 



affiliations with un-Ame^^^ organi- 
zations in Hfiw Red Federal 

Council of Churchesf , a publication 
of American Council of Christian Lay- 
men, Madison 1, Wis., and the Lay- 
men's Council has additional listings 
for him which bring his total to an 
even dozen. 

For treasurer the convention nam- 
ed Charles E. Wilson, New York 
City, president of General Electric 
Company, and for associate, James L. 
Kraft, chairman of the board of the 
K raft-Phoenix Cheese Company. Rev. 
Reuben H. Mueller, Dayton, Ohio, 
will be recording secretary. 

Rubber-Stamp Action 

As it was with election of officers, so 
it was with adoption of the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws. Although the Plan- 
ning Committee had rather freely 
amended the original drafts after they 
had been approved by the constituent 
bodies, the revised drafts were adopted 
with only minor changes suggested by 
the committee, and none more import- 
ant than the correction of typographi- 
cal errors. 

Voting delegates, consultants, and 
even the alternates, were seated at 
tables at this convention, perhaps to 
give it the appearance of a deliberative 
assemblage, but it never was this in 
any sense; rather it was a “rubber 
stamp” convention from start to finish. 

There was some apparently inde- 
pendent discussion of the matter of lo- 
cation of headquarters for the National 
Council, but in the end the matter was 
left with the General Board without 
specific recommendation. 

And when all was said and done, 
that which had been accomplished was 
no more than this: a name was chang- 
ed. All the inter-church policies of the 
old Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America were retained and 
approved. The old leadership of the 
Federal Council remains in complete 
control of the “machinery” for making 
leftist pronouncements and guiding the 
policies of the entire organization in 
the direction of liberalism and national 
Socialism. In the opinion of manv. the 
grip of the Federal Council leaders 
has been tightened by the reins of 
inter-church authority. 

Nobody can know, and probably 
ir never can be discovered, how much 
of the “drive” for completing the long- 
planned merger at this time arose from 
a desire to discard the name “Federal 
Council of Churches,” so greatly in 
disrepute, but most certainly this was 
an impelling factor. 

The Federal Council, and probably 
others of the merging agencies, will 
not surrender their charters or articles 
of incorporation, in fact, could not 
do so as they have assets to conserve 
and obligations to meet. 

What it amounts to is: the Federal 
Council has “gone underground.” This 
is by no means the first time that the 
Council has used the Communist 
technique. 

“On the record,” as it is written 
by the Federal Council, the FCC 
wound up its affaire at a two-day 
meeting which almost overlapped the 
Constituting Convention. The FCC 
meeting, scheduled for Nov. 27 and 
28, continued through an afternoon ses- 
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Christian University and farmer presi- 
dent of the International Convention] 
mof Disciples of Christ, and HaraldJE.] 
^Stassen, Philadelphia, president of the 
University of Pennsylvania, American 
Baptist. 

Federal Council Echoes 

Four vice presidents to rtprestnt and 
serve as chairmen of the four pj-mrinaL 
d rnjjons were elected bv the 
*^iey a re Dr! Paul Calvin Payne, 
^Philadelphia, general secretary' of the 
”1oard of Christian Education of the 
Efbyterian Chu rglu^lXSA.. Division 
oJ CIlHUian Education; Ut. Herman 
N. Norse, New’ York City, general 
secretary of the Board of Home mis- 
sions of the Presby terian. Church 

US A.. Division of JlUHie 
Dr. t. C. Adams, Philadelphia, cor- 
responding secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the National Bap- 
tist Convention of America, Inc., Di- 
vision of Foreign Missions, and Dr. 
Arthur S. Fleming, Delaware, O., 
president of Ohio Wesleyan University, 
Division of Christian Life and Work. 

It is the Division of Christian Life 
and Work which w’ill carry on the 
work done by the Federal Council in 
the social-economic field through its 
Department of the Church and Eco- 
nomic* Life; Dr. Fleming has been 
serving as chairman of this department 
in the FCC. 

And meet other familiar Federal 
Council figures — Roswell P. Barnes, 
who had been associate general secre- 
tary' of the FCC. will manage the 
Division of Christian Life and Work 
as executive secretary. The following 
executive secretaries of FCC depart- 
ments now become executive directors 
of Division departments of the same 
name: Walter W. Van Kirk and 
Richard M. Fagely (co-secretaries), 
Department of International Justice 
and Goodwill ; Cameron P. Hall, De- 
partment of the Church and Economic 
Life; Thomas C. Allen, and J. Oscar 
Lee (co-secretaries), Department of 
Race Relations; Dean Edwards, Com- 
mission on worship. Elma Greenwood, 
who had been associate executive secre- 
tary becomes assistant executive director 
of the Division, and Beverly M. Boyd, 
w ho had been executive secretary of the 
Department of Christian Social Rela- 
tions becomes executive director of the 
Department of Social Welfare. 

Apparently the choice of Roswell 
P. Barnes as executive secretary of 
the Division of Christian Life and 
Work assures that leftist thinking (and 
acting) in the Division will not be 
discouraged. Barnes, an ordained Pres- 
byterian minister, has nine listings of 



sion on the second day, and the first 
convention session was held in the eve- 
ning of this same day. 

Critics Get Lashing 

Significant or not, the Federal Coun- 
cil retired from the scene (under this 
name) and the National Council be- 
gan ks Constituting Convention in 
notes of recrimination and “alibis.” 

Speakers at the closing session of the 
Federal Council “wind-up” and the: 
opening session of the Constituting 
Convention lashed out vigorously at 
critics of the Federal Council and its 
policies. They made the usual general 
denials of pro-Communist activities and 
pronouncements and of “unsavory” af- 
filiationj of FCC leaders. 

Surely it is significant that the 
principal speaker at the first conven- 
tion session was Dr. Ralph W. Sock- 
man, minister of Christ Church 
(Methodist) of New York City. Dr. 
Sockman “named names” in his ad- 
dress (designated as a “sermon” in 
the program), getting a bit mixed up on 
some of them. But the real significance 
of his selection to make the “kick off” 
address lies in the fact that he is a 
“liberal of the liberals” in matters of 
theology, and politically he is aligned 
with the extremely leftist Methodist 
Federation of Social Action, of which 
he is (an elected) member-at-largc, 
No. 43 on the official list of nominees.* 

Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam, another “liberal of the liberals” 
both in theology and politics, whose 
activities in the Federal Council did 
not slacken at the conclusion of his 
term as president, was active in ar- 
ranging the “birth” of the “new” 
Council. He presided at the Thursday 
morning session when the Constitution 
and By-Law’s were adopted. 

Choice of other speakers for the 
Constituting Convention was equally 
significant in showing the true aims 
and purposes — almost completely po- 
litical — of the Planning Committee. 

Political Figures Speak 

Scheduled for the Thursday eve- 
ning session was Sir Oliver S. Franks, 
Great Britain’s Ambassador to the 
United States; Thursday • afternoon 
the message w’as from the other side 
of the globe — the speaker u’as Toyohiko 
Kagawa of Japan. Friday morning the 
Convention heard a political address 
by Harold E. Stassen, best known for 
his continuing presidential “itch”; 
earlier he had been elected a vice 
president of the National Council. 
Thursday evening the principal speak- 
er was Francis B. Sayre, delegate of 
the U.S. to the Trusteeship Council of 
the United Nations. Messages of mu- 
tual admiration were exchanged by the 
National Council and Trygve Lie, 
secretary general of the United Na- 
tions. 

President Truman w*as the Planning 
Committee’s first choice as “top bill- 



* In a letter to this writer under 
date of Jan. 12, 1951, Dr. Sockman 
w rote in part : “I was embarrassed to 
see that the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action was carrying me as a 
member- at large. I had this matter 
cleared up as soon as I heard of it. . . 
How my name came to l>e carried in 
it. 1 do not know.” V. P. K. 
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LAYMEN AND THE NCC 



E XACT status of the General De- 
partment of United Church Men 
of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA ( UEA , 
January 1) is not too clear, even to 
persons who were on the scene when 
it was organized. 

This much is dear: the Planning 
Committee setting up the organiza- 
tion for the “new** National Council 
conceived the idea of a department of 
laymen to correspond to the United 
Council of Church Women, an inter- 
denominational agency which was one 
of the units merged with the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

Mr. J. Howard Pew, Philadelphia 
industrialist, chairman of the board of 
the Sun Oil Company, organized a 
lay committee of 100 prominent per- 
sons, w*ith men greatly in the majority. 
From Mr. Pew’s remarks to the con- 
vention, it appeared that he thought 
that the committee he had organized 
was to be the nucleus of the proposed 
new department. But The National 
Council Neu'S , a four-page news sheet 
issued three times during the Con- 
stituting Convention, announced in the 
first issue, available when the delegates 
arrived, that this lay committee was 
set up to “sponsor” the convention. 

Mr. Pew was scheduled to address 
the afternoon group meeting at which 
the new department was organized, 
but was unable to appear. He ad- 
dressed the plenary session the follow- 
ing morning. His place on the after- 
noon program was filled by Mr. Lem. 
T. Jones, who was shortly to be elected 
chairman of the department. Other 
speakers on this program were Mr. 
Chilton G. Bennett, Chicago, executive 
secretary of the Methodist Board ^ of 
Lay Activities, and Dr. Luther VS es- 
ley Smith. Philadelphia, executive »ee- 
TTtary of the Baptist Board of Edu- 
ca , *'»n an.! VixMira?»nn. Harold K. Stas- 
trn. prrudent ot the Lniveni?\ of 
PrrtrMdvtnii. former gov ernor of Min* 
f»rw<*J. fro .!»i 



When it came time to elect officers, 
it was easy to find, among the mem- 
bership of the “Pew committee” and 
“reserves” standing by, plenty of candi- 
dates well-schooled in denominational 
and inter-church activities under the 
tutelage of the old Federal Council 
of Churches. The “slate” elected was 
as follows: 

Lem. T. Jones, Kansas City, Mo., 
president of the National Council of 
Presbyterian Men in the USA, chair- 
man of the new department. The five 
vice chairmen: Ray H. Nichols, Ver- 
non, Texas, president of the Methodist 
Board of Lay Activities; Charles H. 
Thompson, Washington, D.C., dean 
of Howard University graduate school ; 
Gilbert t B. Brink, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, president of the National Coun- 
cil of American Baptist Men; Nat 
K. Reiney, Lewisburg, Tenn., presi- 
dent of the Presbyterian Assembly 
Men’s Council, Presbyterian Church 
in the USA, and John Merrifield, 
Portland, Oregon, member of the Pre- 
siding Bishops’ Committee on Laymen’s 
Work for the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. L. J. Fletcher, Peoria, Illi- 
nois, was named secretary of the de- 
partment, and Charles E. Wilson, New 
York City, was named treasurer. 

Mr. Pew's address to the Constitut- 
ing Convention was a masterful pre- 
sentation of the basic principles of 
Protestantism, showing how these 
principles are basic in the American 
concept of the free, important and dig- 
nified individual. It was the only ad- 
dress to the convention, so far as this 
observer could learn, which made any 
attempt to state the principles of Prot- 
estantism or to outline a program of 
Christian work in support of these 
principles. 

In his address Air. Pew declared 
that the Planning Committee had made 
repre s entations to the effect that in the 
National Council the laity would play 
important roles in both operation and 
policy making. Members of the lay 
committee are to have Half the places 
on the Ov.irv Tt Corr.m:r?rr on Busi* 



ness and Finance, and generous repre- 
sentation on the boards of directors of 
both divisions and departments. Lay- 
men also are to have a share in prepara- 
tion of pronouncements and statements 
of policy, Mr, Pew declared. 

That Mr. Pew acted and spoke in 
good faith cannot be questioned. He, 
and presumably other Christian men 
who accepted his invitation to serve 
in the lay committee, assumed that the 
promises and pledges of the Planning 
Committee were bona fide. It is, of 
course, quite possible that the National 
Council will follow a more moderate 
course than did the Federal Council. 
But nothing in the actions of the Plan- 
ning Committee points in that direc- 
tion. 

The nominating committees set up 
by the Planning Committee placed in 
control all the old, discredited leader- 
ship of the Federal Council, which has 
continued its sniping at free enterprise 
and the American system of govern- 
ment since the convention, and has 
announced no change in its plans 
for using the $100,000 grant of the 
Rockefeller Foundation for further 
sniping at the besmirching of our basic 
American ideals. 

If laymen are to alter the policies 
of the past in any way whatever they 
must rally in great numbers and, roll- 
ing up their sleeves, pitch in to do a 
gigantic job of house cleaning. 

Congregational Laymen 

Protest Social Program 

MINNEAPOLIS. Minn.— The Coun- 
cil of Social Action of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Church is under fire 
by a we 11 -organized group of Minneso- 
ta laymen with headquarters here. 

The Congregational Lay Group of 
Minnesota, as the group is called, has 
called upon their denomination to 
cease supporting the CSA out of mis- 
sion a rv funds; to discontinue its poli- 
tical lobby in Washington; and to in- 
clude In its official framework a proper 
rrpri*v'n^8ii f 'fi of bu^ine^s men, manu- 
facturers. and pro(rv*;nnai men 

The CI/iM charge that the CSA has 
Ven "pr<v|»Mr“ and "pro-union" In 



Pro- Communist Letter 
Brings Baptist Action 

NEW YORK— (RNS)— Officials of 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society have recalled Dr. Dryden L. 
Phelps, a missionary in China since 
1921,"because of a letter published un- 
der his name in the November issue 
of the magazine Soviet Russia Today 
(UEA, December 15). 

In the purported letter Dr. Phelps, 
who is stationed at West China Union 
University, Chengtu, paid high praise 
to the present Chinese Communist re- 
gime. He called it “the most compre- 
hensive renaissance the human spirit 
has ever experienced,” and “the most 
dynamic change in human history.” 
The letter also characterized the 
“reorganization of Chinese society” as 
the “most profoundly religious exper- 
ience I have ever been through”. It as- 
serted that “God is working alongside 
of these Communists.” 

Discussing the situation in Korea, 
the letter charged that the South 
Korean government “first attacked” 
North Korea and that “95 per cent of 
press reports appearing in the USA on 
the Far Eastern crisis are absolutely 
false.” ^ . 

It said that Dr. Phelps and a Chin- 
ese colleague had translated into 
Chinese an article by Rev. William 
Howard Melish called “Religion in the 
U.S.S.R.” Mr. Melish is the former 
assistant rector of Holy Trinity Prot- 
estant Episcopal church in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. His father. Dr. John Howard 
Melish, was removed as pastor of the 
church for supporting his son's “rad- 
ical” activities. 

The decision to recall Dr. Phelps so 
that he might be given an opportunity 
to explain the letter was made by 
unanimous action of the officers* coun- 
cil of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society. An announcement 
issued by the Society said: 

•This letter, if it is from Dr. Phelps, 
reveals that he has taken a position 
which is not in accord with the poli- 
cies laid down by the Board of Mana- 
gers of the American Baptist .Foreign 
Mission Society governing the atti- 
tude and work of its missionaries. 

“Accordingly, immediate and unani- 
mous action was taken by the officers' 
council, asking Dr. and Mrs. Phelps to 
come home immediately for a confer- 
ence with a board commitU-e” 

manv of its utterances and has repre- 
sented the “left-wing” element of the 
denomination in its representations be- 
fore the government. 

Literature U being circulated sub- 
stST-tiniirg t u Hr nosit ion Amnnc the 
pamphlet available are “What Is the 
ConrrefM .final iJtv f-roim of Minne- 
sota "" “What is the Counril for So- 
c*ii Aetir aM “Cone rcgationaliam 
and the Social Go* pet." 



inf * inJ »hm hr (Jnl.nr.l to appear, 
the fomnv r rrr imirrd l Van Achewn, 
S ecrr:ir> oi S:a:r, mho a vrptrd. Mes- 
sages of mutual admiration were ex- 
changed by the Convention and Presi- 
dent Truman. 

Whatever we may think of Presi- 
dent Truman and Dean Acheson, we 
must agree that they are two of the 
most controversial figures in national 
and world politics today. Introducing 
Secretary of State Acheson to the Con- 
vention, Dr. Edward H. Pruden, 
Washington, president of the American 
Baptist Convention said: 

“Though separated by many miles, 
it is a genuine privilege to present to 
this audience a distinguished statesman 
and an unselfish public servant who is 
a son of the parsonage. Occupying one 
of the most difficult positions in the 
world at one of the most critical hours 
in history, the speaker of the evening 
is performing his duties with marked 



inrrlhirmrr. great patience and com* 
plrtr integrity.” 

A* indicated by Dr. Pruden in his 
remarks, the Secretary' of State was not 
present in person. He spoke from 
Washington by telephone. The pub- 
lic relations and radio departments 
had arranged to have one broadcasting 
system (Mutual) put the talk on the 
air waves. When it developed that the 
address would be a “fireside talk” to 
the nation, all the four principal 
broadcasting systems arranged to “air” 
the address. 

Hence the address was not directed 
to a convention of churches and 

United Evangelical Action is a 
semi-monthly magazine, official organ 
of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals. Executive offices are located 
at 111 East Fourth Street, Cincin- 
nati 2, Ohio. Subscription price, 
$1.50 per year, $1.00 for 8 months. 



churchmen, but to the nation: never- 
tbelevi it wav accepted by Council 
leaders as their own. The Secretary 
was highly complimented for his re- 
straint in not “calling us, a church 
group, to take part in a ‘holy war.* ”* 

Stress Social Action 

A book could be written about other 
indications that the chief attention of 
the “new” National Council, like that 
of its predecessor-parent, the Federal 
Council, will be given to matters 
social-economic and political rather 
than to religion. 

Convincing evidence of this fact is 
to he found in the National Council’s 
own publications. One of these is a 
pamphlet, Christian Faith in Action . 
Here are many fine phrases about “the 
role the churches should he playing 



• A quotation from a statement by 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, dean of the 
graduate school of the Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary at Philadelphia. 



in this great drama of human destiny,” 
and the need for “larger strategy.” The 
slogan is “Cooperative Christianity.’* 
In nineteen numbered paragraphs the 
planning Committee tells how “The 
National Council Will Help You and 
Your Church.” The first paragraph— 
surely the most important — reads: 

“By providing an authentic expres 
sion of the Christian conscience in mat 
ters of religious liberty, human rights 
family life, social welfare, world peace 
emergency relief needs, and great mors 
issues.” 

A great many Christians will prefe 
to allow their own consciences t 
guide them. They will not wish to dt 
pend upon the “one voice” of the supe 
liberals of a Protestantism which pr< 
tests nothing more strongly than 
protests the eternal verities of Christ 
anity. But such is the “new” Nation 
Council of the Churches of Christ 
the USA. 
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Bov. 4. 1952 



Ifr • Edgar J . Hoover 
E.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 



Bear Sir: 



We have been hearing reports of communism working in and 

ISff STjSJK cZTu °° unoa of Ctaroi " 40 

work in this organisation t , 4 def it there is any such 

I’re got, but I MU* hove 'facts bofore^mif ‘.fbe * lth * U 

WITH <*** »• .*1. to offer , a 

Christian people are gJi^ tf^o “ 4 ^ «* 

the God-fearing nation it once «a™. **“ lM9p °" 



msfr b 






^ r jf 



T hanking you sincerely, I am. 
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Tour letter dated Mov ember 4# 1952, bae been 

receteed. ■ 

While I mould like to be ef aeo ietance in connection 
mtth nour requeet, I muet advice that in accordance with a -■ 
Departmental regulation data contained in the /ilea of t hie 
Bureau U maintained ae confidential and available for official 
uee only • ,, . . » . j- s y ; 

I an cure you mill underetand the neceeeity for this 
regulation and mo inference mill be dramn becauee ef my 
inability to be of aeeietance that me do or do not have in 
our filee the information you have requeeted • 

Sincerely youra 0 



John Edgar Soever 
Director 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am enclosing a pamphlet which has come to me, causing much 
unrest in my soul and disturbance in thought. 

Yanld you be so kind to read it and then inform me as to 
its real value, Q_oJ^J 2 c 'J—L 



• \ 

\ \ 



Are these facts? Is it true that these men whose names are 
mentioned are actually doing their best to lead our country into 

4 

socialism? or even communism? 

You will notice at the bottom of one page, there is a state- 
ment attributed to you. Is this true? 

I realize that you are a busy man, but please take time to 
read this literature. 

Let me .thank you as an American citizen for the fine work, 

you have done as Director of our F-B.I. You have the admiration*^ 

and respect and the prayers of many who are unable to express / § 

KB o 

Vk era selves in a letter such as this. In these days when dorrupy 



/ 



V 




abounds, we are grateful that men like you and others, cannot be 
"bought'* and that you remain honest, steadfast and courageouslly 
loyal to our beloved nation. I say these things to let you know 
that the American people, of which I am but one, are indeed thankful 

wgorobMI , /do-4~ozc,9r £ 

efforts made t o cle anrup America. ^ a 

IttDcXU) • 413 _ H0V 1352 l lr A K 
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bless you, 
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At a Constituting Convention held 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 28 to Dec. 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches “went underground” by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed. although it is operating 
under a new name. * 
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Tour letter of October 81, 1958, together wtth 
enclosure, has been received* 

Although I would ltko to bo of service , I mi oh to 
advise that information in FBI ftloo to eonftdonttal and 
available for offiotal uoo only . j would ltko to potnt out 
aloo that the FBI to strictly a fact-finding agency, and tt 
to not within the ltmtto of ft o proocrtbed functions to draw 
conclusions or moire evaluations as to tho character or 
integrity of any organisation or individual* 

I know you will understand tho reason for these 
rules and will not infer otther that we do, or that we-do 9pt& 
have the information you request • 

Tou may be interested in the fact that the effi&^, ^ 
ment attributed to me in the pamphlet you forwarded to ai& ^ 0 
excerpt from a statement I made on March 86, , beforejthc^ 

Un-American Activities Committee of the U • 8 • Bouse of > r ^ 
Representatives • I cm enclosing a copy of this statement • © * 
/or tohat interest tt may be to you* The exoerpt quote d app&are' 
on page twelve * - f ■ . 

J uery much appro o tats your generous comments " 
regarding my administration of tho FBI, and I sincerely hops 
that our work tn the future will continue to merit your approval 

PE* '■ w*m>, . 1 f ;; 
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18W 



‘-M Bi rector 

- uT^’ 



f Moover 
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November 12, 1952 



NOTE : ‘ ■ v 

Bufile 100-50869 reflects rival church groups 
have made allegations claiming that the National Council of 
Churches, also known as the Federal Council of Churches, has 
been infiltrated by Communists • In 1950 investigation limited 
to informant contacts failed to reflect any subversive activitie s 
on the part of persons affiliated with this organisation • 

The pamphlet "How Red is the National Federal Council 
of Churche sP" attempts to show that the Federal Council is 
Communistic and includes a statement of the Director which is 
accurate although incomplete • ; 
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The litter dated November 8 t 1958 * which was 
cent by you and your wife, has been received. 

While 1 would like to be of etrviee , I wish 
to adviee that information in 881 filet i$ confidential 
."N3 and available for off total ute only, X would Itke to 
point out aloo that the FBI to itrtctly a fact-finding 
agency , and tt to not wtthtn the Unit a of tto presort bed 
funettono to draw toncluoione or make ova luattono at to 
the character and integrity of any organisation or 
tndtvidual , 

X know you w til understand the reaeon for these 
rules and will not infer otther that wo do or that we do _ 
not have the information you requested* > z . 

Sincerely youro 0 r 



S s 

o < 
m 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






NOTE: ■ ; . 1 ^ 

^ The Bureau has received numerous inquiries concerning 
the Jfational Council of Churches , An investigation confined to 
contact o with TnforHHfite vat conducted by the New York Office 
in 1950; however , no data was developed indicating any Communist 
or subversive activities on the part of the organisation , 

( 100-50869), ;.‘ 
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hia «t with enti -Communist friend. uStil lfer.h. miTJ^hTSeTH™* 
this speeoh, and was then smuggled to Hamburg. Germany, finally making his wav S * 
this oountry (Amerioa). A gentleman in Hamburg rave him mv naL Yr^h. ! Z V *?. 
days ago and urged me to distribute this speeoh ft once. ^ sincerely hope%hft U° 
will give the American people a better picture of the force arrayed fg^t ^L! 



(Signed) 



Eustioe Mullins, 
May l4i 1952 



COPY 



SPEECH OF RABBI EMANUEL RABINOVICH 

as reported by Eustioe Mullins, May ll*, 1952 

The following is a speech ef Rabbi Emanuel Rabinovich before a special 

th. Bnergenoy Council of Europeen Bsbbl. In Budepest, Bungtryf ^wy l^ l*?. 

Greetings, my ohildrenl You have been oalled here to recapitulate the orinoinai 
steps of our new progress. As you know, we had he«„d +- tne prinoipal 

f •on.olld.t. the greet gin. wuih ^ leTom WorwV^ ^‘cSTT” 
crooning number. In oerteln eltel trees 1. erou.ln^ !™. ! J " * bu ; 0>lr in - 

now work with .eery meen. to preolpitete World We^Th^ rttSnllw'y^.T* 

zm : :? srssas r: u at 

to lnoreese our effort, end our Motion terfofd T!. »»"«»« « behoore. us 

» b *‘ 

propaganda campaign* is no/being^fged ivf ly°t^ * i similar 

<,hoo,e iet " Mn the - ss. UK 1 

.^rjn/MrK^r ; l **»*»*• 

a -greet ..tbeok .. .7^ LIYeere Act 

rushed through Congress lmmedietely efter the 1952 eleetiona a 

as the Asiatic peoples, are well under .Yw ' Th ^sian, as well 

we must wait to secure the Americans. This we* hope to do with^th 0 ^ 0113 to . war# but 
Semitism, whioh worked so well in unitin* d w f tb ^ issue of Anti- 
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Within five years this progress will achieve its objectives, the Third World War, 
whioh will surpass in destruction all previous oontests, Israel, of course, will 
remain neutral, and when both sides are devastated and exhausted, we will arbitrate, 
sending our control Commissions into all of the wreoked countries. This war will 
end for all time our struggles against the Gentiles. We will openly reveal our 
identity with the races of Asia and Africa, I can state with assuranoe that the 
last generation of white ohlldren is now being born. Our Control Commissions will, 
in the interests of peaoe and wiping out inter-racial tensions, forbid the whites 
to mate with whites. The white women must oohabit with members of the dark raoes, 
and the white men with dark women. Thus the white raoe will disappear, for mixing 
the dark with the white means the end of the white man, and our most dangerous 
enemy will become only a memory. We shall embark upon an era of ten thousand years 
of peaoe and plenty. The Pax Judaica,* and our raoe will rule undisputed over the 
earth. Our superior intelligence will enable us to retain mastery over a world of 
dark peoples. 

• (meaning friendly, cooperative symbology as between Judaists) 

Questions from gathering* Among them the question, what about the various religions 
after the third world war,) 

There will be no more religions. Not only would the existenoe of a priest class 
remain a constant danger to our rule, but belief in an after-life would give spirit- 
ual strength to irreooneilable elements in many countries , and enable them to resist 
us. We still, however, retain the rituals and customs of Judaism as the work of our 
hereditary ruling oaste, strengthening our racial laws so that no Jew will be allomed 
to marry outside our raoe, nor will any stranger be aooepted by us. 

We may have to repeat the grim days of World War Two, when we were foroed to let the 
Hitlerite bandits saorifioe some of our people, in order that we may have adequate 
documentation and witnesses to legally justify our trial and execution of the lead- 
ers of Amerioa and Russia as war criminals, after we have diotated the peace, I am 
sure you will need little preparation for such a duty, for sacrifice has always been 
the watchword of our people, and the death of a few thousand Jews in exohange for 
world leadership is indeed a small price to pay. 

To oonvince you of the certainty of that leadership, let me point out to you how we 
have turned all of the inventions of the white man into weapons against him. His 
printing presses and radios are the mouth pieoes of our desires, and his heavy 
industry manufactures the instrument whioh he sends out to Asia and Afrioa against 
him. Our interests in Washington are greatly extending the Point Four program for 
developing industry in backward areas of the world so that after the industrial 
plants and oities of Europe and America are destroyed by atomio warfare, the whites 
ean offer no resistance against the larger menaoe of the dark raoes, who will main- 
tain an unchallenged technological superiority. 

And so, with the vision of world victory before you, go baok to your oountries and 
intensify your good work, until that approaching day when Israel will reveal herself 
in all her glorious destiny as the Light of the World. . , . 

********** ********** ********** ********** 

Are you aiding this plan by contributing to a Church that is a member 
of the National Counoil of the Churches of Christ in Amerioa? ' 

Many of these Churches are advocating the mixing of the raoes l I 



November 80, 1958 
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/'The material mht oh you forwarded under 
date of [November 10, 1958, hae been received • 

J van* you 0o know tfcat I appreciate 
the intereet whtoh prompted you to bring thte 
data to my attention • , 

8tnoerely youre , 



John Edgar Hoover 

Director 



NOTE s A copy of the speech which correspondent enclosed , 
has already been brought to the Bureau's attention . 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information concerning 
the^Jederal Council of Churches, later incorporated into 

thdulat ional Coujigi l gf ^GJiurches Qf^JP.h r i st in Ame r icaj 

however, much of this data came from rival church ~g~roups. 

An investigation confined to contact with informants of the 
New Tor k Office in 1950, reflected that no 'information was 
developed indicating any Communistic or subversive activities 
the part of any individual affiliated with this organisation . 
(100-50869) * 

LS : nem : vkh’: \J ' : ' *• • 

• r =, • V'- - - 



v» HEREIN 10 

HAT 




I CONTAINED ffc 








December 1, 1952 



k l i-.i -r r^-:r. > • 



sssSfijS 













\4^ 

V 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, / ✓) I 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, ( (J 

Washington, D. C., v 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The past week in presenting the annual budget of our 
church we had a small amount listed for “Council of 
Churches." Really, this was to be used by our local 
organization here in the City. However, the item was 
questioned by one of our men. He stated that the Coun- 
cil of Churches had been listed by the Denartment of 
Justice as subversive. 

Would you be so kind as to inform us relative to wheth- 
er "The Federal Council of Churches" or the "National 
Council of Churches" or any part of the latter organi- 
zation has ever been questioned as to loyalty. It is 
understood that the former organization has ceased to 
exist. 

The writer is neither a reformist nor a crusader and 
any information you may supply will be used only in 
our own group. This kindness on your nart will be 
deeply appreciated. " • 
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Tour letter of December 1 , 1953, has 
been received, and I appreciate the tntereet 
which prompted you to communicate with me* 





While I would like to be of service , T 
aieh to adviee that information in FBI files is 
confidential and available for official use only • 
I would like to point out also that the FBI is 
strictly a fact-finding agency and it is not 
within the limits of its prescribed functions to 
draw conclusions or make evaluations as to the 
character of integrity of any organisation or 
individual . '■ / 

I know you will understand the reason 
for these rules and will not infer either that we 
do or that we do not have the information you 
requested • 



COMM — FBI 

DEC 8-1952 

MAILED 27 



8incerely yours. 



S- 
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Director 
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December 2, 19*2 



i-r. o . Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am interested In our religious institutions, 
not only from the standpoint of their spiritual 

ministry but also of their contribution as American 
institutions. 




I would appreciate any information you can 
give me concerning any inroads which Communism 
ma y have made within our ecumenical and_ denominat- 
i onal organizations. I am especially interested • 
in the northern (American) and Southern Baptist 
Conventions and the^T Tational Council of Churohsa . 
Thank you very much for your kindness and help. 



Believe On The lord Jesus Christ, And Thou Shalt Be Saved" acts 16:31 
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Dear 



Tour letter dated December 2, 1952 , has 
been received • 



In view of the confidential nature of data in 
FBI files, it to not possible for me to furnieh you with 



the specific data you deelre • I am, however, enclosing 



some material which I believe will be of interest to you, 



I hope that you will not tnfer from my In- 
ability to give you this specific data either that we 
do or do not have the information you desire • 



: ^INFORMATION CONTACT 
f«pN ^CLASSIFIE^ 



Sincerely yours , - 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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How to Fight Communism, God 'or Chaos, Don't 
Communism, Unmask the Communist Masquerader, 
About Communism . 



Be ifupecf by 
100 Things 



Inc ? 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information Federal 

Council of Churches, later incorporated into National Council 
of Churches of Christ in America ; . however , much of this data 
came from rtval church groups • An investigation confined to 
contacts with informants of the.Hew York office in 1950, did 
not develop any data indicating subversive activities on the 
part of any persons affiliated with this organisation, 
(10O-SQ0&9) i t j J >l a\\ ^ 
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Yty ASHINGTON — Orderly minds 
and efficient operating men can 
give President-elect Eisenhower a 
great cabinet. Already the an- 
nouncement of the three posts of 
secretary of state, secretary of de- 
fense and secretary of the interior 
reveal that Eisenhower Is deter- 
mined to make efficiency and abil- 
ity rather than politics the rule. 

For John Foster Dulles, as points 
ed out in these dispatches earlier. 
Is recognized the world over as an 
American statesman with exactly 
the right qualifications for secre- 
tary of state. And Charles E. Wil- 
son, president of General Motors, is 
the very type of man long needed 
to head up the greatly-expanded 
department of defense. 

Parallels Roosevelt’s Move. 

Just as the late President Roose- 
velt turned to the president of 
General Motors, William S. Knud- 
sen, in 1941, to head up the office 
of defense production, so Eisen- 
hower also turned for a somewhat 
similar post to the chief executive 
of the largest business in the world 
today. 

Wilson, of course, like Knudsen, 
will permanently sever all connec- 
tions with his company and devote 
himself entirely to his government 
position. The president-elect has 
let it be known on several occa- 
sions that he wanted a man of wide 
business and production experience 
for 'the secretaryship of defense. 
He sees that vital Job as not so 
much a military one, because the 
tasks of military strategy are vest- 
ed in the Joint chiefs of staff. 

He sees the office as involving 
contract negotiations and appro- 
priations of billions of dollars. 



Th* * ap tefaps graft— d by Dtvftl 
Lawrene* In thla column ar* not to bt 
oonstruad necessarily, nor eves prob- 
ably as tboaa of The Presa. They art 
only tfaoM of an experienced and re- 
emnmentator. 



Businessmen have complained that 
millions of dollars are wasted be- 
cause government officials do not 
understand the production opera- 
tions of American industry. 

Site Needs of Position. 

So, in selecting WUxon, the ore 
ldent-elect has made a ten-strike. 
Wilson is an engineer. Be thinks 
In straight lines. He is primarily 
a civilian and will not become Im- 
mersed in the rivalries Of the 
armed sendees. Fortunately, he,’ 
himself, has not been Identified 
with any of them before. He will 
give the defense department the 
business management It needs and 
this will make unnecessary such 
extra agencies as an office of de- 
fense production if a war emer- 
gency develops. 

Wilson knows full well what can 
be done by mobilizing small busi- 
nesses and he knows, also, what 
the irregular flow of contracts can 
mean, both from the defense stand- 
point and the national economy. 
Small business will get a better 
break than ever before. If ever 
there was a time to have a busi- 
nesman in charge of defense spend- 
ing it is today when the military 
appropriations alone run around 
50 billion dollars a year. 

As for the department of state, 
the announcement that Dulles will 
take charge means that worth- 
while policies and procedures will 












be retained and useless or unwise 
policies will be discontinued by a 
man who has been inside the de- 
partment and knows the score. 

Most significant is the manner 
in which Dulles intends to ap- 
proach his new duties. He wants to 
see all the administrative bureaus 
put in charge of competent men 
so he can devote himself entirely 
to policymaking. His appointment 
was favorably received in Washing- 
tion by many elements, including 
church circles. Duties was toi 
years president of the big Protest- 
ant organization then S 
the Federal Council of 



_ ana he has a son study 
a Catholic priest 
Abroad there is a mixed react . 
tien to the Dulles appointment In t 
left-wing Britain and in Russia | 
he has been pictured as a kind of I 
“war monger.” But the British F 
people have been so much misled , 
in recent months concerning Amer- ! 
lean affairs by inaccurate if not 
deliberately distorted impressions i 
about Republican leaders that it * 
may take a tittle while for them 
to awaken to the truth, which is 
that Duties probably will be found 
much more direct and forthright ; 
and hence more constructive than ' 
the vacillating type of diplomat 
who arouses hopes abroad qnly to 
find them dashed to the . ground by 
a realistic reversal by congress 
back in Washington. 

• Congress Pleased. 

Congress likes Dulles — both Re- 1 
publicans and Democrats say of 
him that he Is an American In * 
every aense and he has not fallen k 
victim to the sloppy thinking which - 
U so often ready to yield Amezi- t 
‘ca n sov ereignty at . the slightest 
pressure from the “world govern- -j 
ment” school of thought. F 

Duties is an international co-op- 
erationist who never forgets that 
American interests are most vital 
to America, and that collective se- 
curity doesn’t mean American boys 
must do an the fighting in the 
world while American dollars flow 
abroad to bolster the budgets of 
foreign governments. He is a real- 
ist about both Europe and Asia, 
and that’s the; kind of secretary 
of state the American people really 
wanted Elsenhower to pick. And 
he did. . 

McKay "Right Man.” 

The selection of Gov. McKay of 
Oregon to be secretary of the In- 
terior — a man familiar with the 
Vital Interests of the west in recla- 
mation and power projects — is 
ako an application of the principle 
that Eisenhower is trying to fol- 
low in fitting the right man to" 
the right Job. % 

Now If the president-elect will 
select Herbert Brownell m attar- 
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MY WILLIAM FULTON 



I- New York. Noe. SO — Pit 
Beet Etonhowrr tW* afti 
! fMde Us first aree ortinrt 



* 'X Secretary of tifs lOhaSUk 
Ser DuDta, Wall street lawyer sod 
•pedal tareigp^aBcf' advfcerto 



japedal tedgp pdBqp Adviser -to 

ji 4L firnrtirrnfflfrriniri hhsilre 
BwIb WDson at Detroit, peed- 
} A«t at Gfeners} Motors. -j : 

Stow. Ooq^u McKay «f Onpas 
f. puBes and Wilson jnm i adhiW y 



*«P«r ^pnfe M feateaau 

Dulles; 64. 
teriap rrdmxttr, baa suffixed ■ 



■£?*S> 



important association jtth itp. 
Hls k the Conner top ran k in g say«i» 
department dhetaC nenvlcted at 

perjury in a ease involving the 
peddling of war time tp 4 

soviet spy thtg.< — ■„ *■■ 
tbe late President KooseveR 
| appointed Dulles as y><|| a£_ 
viser to the American delegation 
at the 1945 San FVancfsoo 
enoe when the United Nations 
charter was born. Hiss w as seae> 
tary general of tEe conference. 
Subsequently, |pss was p icked Cor 
president cf 
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» , . Jitter postmarked November 87 iqsp 

together with enclosures, has been received ’em* Y 
°PPrect*U the intereet pro4nng\outlT.\ « 1 
have the benefit of your comments. 



Vr*M 



.. . . Jr ° u ®°V interested in the fact that 

tnhased e tl at tributed to me in the panphltt tou 
1 /nZlh Vi *? Q ?£ exoerpt from a statement I made on & 5 

? # i^47 # before the Committee on Un-Amerioan " - 

ti^n r* 0/ ? ^ <ted ^ oted 0/ ^pr<r«eSt«--„ S 

»iat in ° oopy •/ **M statement for ° 

interest <t *oy be to you . Jfc* excerpt quoted 03 - 

^2f? ra °i* po ^ a twelve , and I know that you will V-« 

r' ^i*na!fc^fr< 0U r *° d passage tn context thai : " r > 

I was not making reference to any particular oraantJ o 
eat ion or religious denomination. ; organic. | 



JRMATION COimiN®"#?***; 

f I I Al C A A I Ml AD ' 1/3 



IfWwcuOTim ;' r ,M^:§ ■M' : - 

ja b$s s . . 



/ / os lu n / ' ^ 31 1 jwh : . «• ^ , ? < 

^ b *‘ u ?4 hinerous i^»,Mon oe niih 

■hm . 



■■za 



? Vi J,/ Vr : >?• .‘riv 




7 December 1952 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Sir, w ir t.he 0 "FedeEal CasrnaU 

Se communist 

^‘£?&“£££®2S* 

years now, there n tt that to me seem un- 
church over certaxn ™ 1ast , rears there has 

lich a°label°or SmS oftSolfelem!gs that make 

5 Thank you for any help you may be able to 
give me. 



mi INFORMATION CONTAH! 
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recetved* r ®“ r December 7 , 2P52, has been 

, . While I would like to bo of servt ce. I wtmh 

to advise that information tn FBI filoo to confidential 
and available for off total uoo only* x would ltko to 
point out also that tho FBI io strtctly a fact-finding 

*2*"°*’*** ** *• »°* »****» Unite of its prVscVtb- 
not l on * draw conduct ono or make evaluations ao 

iruitotduoi r * aCter ° T tntesrrtt U •/ an V organtoatton or 

„ , 1 **ow you will and or e t and tho roaoon for 

rules and will not infer oither that wo do or 
that we do not have the information you requested • 



'ALriNFORMATION CONTAINED 

iiERr;^ ^unclassified; 

DATE^MLb^^^ - Jehn *? l r s .Vt.V 0 '' r 






NOTE t Muftis a reflect certain derogatory information non 

tVtVth t *v C ii 9der i a i Goui i^ il °S Churches later incorporated 
toith Vr -thiV^l 1 C l unU1 °S Churchea of Christ tn America. 
iZ J ta * howeu ? r * ««*« from rtval church groups. 

***9^ on concerning the contacts wtthi informants of 
rfjLf in 2950 reflected that no data was * 
developed indicating any Communtsm or subversive acttvtttes 

(10040639) ° f ^ wtth thi * oroanioatioi 
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Is true. 



, .... 80 ^ a PP6ns that I am connected with 

several different angles of the National Council and have 
known some of its top staff members since I entered the 

?£? i ^SL m0re >. than * went y ago. I an aa Interested in 

til© Safety ftTld annn^TlAflfl Af rmr n i i in i t ii in i " ■ 



E gul.q. J. ite__fc n. k now »-l f I .am.jaot askinsspme thing unreasonable 
of ..you*, it there la any a«mbl* nffr ^ ^ 



„ . As you perhaps know, the National Council 

represents the co-operative work of some thirty million 
Protestants and, of course, in that huge number there must 
be some of all shades of opinion, but I wan t to know if the 

has fJS.V 

sale anywhere that these men are subvers ive. 

__ - „ . It is a matter of some concern to sane of us 

as local Protestants that these stories persist. I think 
you, and you alone, c an clarify the situation fo r us ? 

11 *— "" ■ ■ I - -inn rritr-1 tt-t--h -i .. . ■ ■■ rnmni i— - i - wa y - 



3ail Information contain 

5 HERE1.’ i^jiCLASSiFIE 
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j December 10, 1952 







Four letter ef Moveuber 29, 1952, hae been 
received, and I appreciate the tntereet which prenpted 
pour writing we* 

J thought you night like to know that tfc* 
m to etrtetlg an inoeettgattoe and fact-finding 
agency, and it hae been our unvarying policy never 
to label or elaeetfy an organisation ae being sub- 
versive • It follows therefore that the FBI has 
never made any statenent that the mb who eonpose 
the leadership of the J rational Council of Churches 
of Christ in America are subversive nor have we 
stated that we have investigated this Council and 
found tt to be subversive* :v • .?v. .--s— •*’ 

J sincerely hope these facts will assist b 
in clartfytng this natter and wish to assure you ®u 
tt was a pleasure to be of service* 55 



All information contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED •••••/ 

RliTE 



Sincerely ybursg 

J» Edga? i? 



tr'-T • 
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Tour letter of December 10, 1958 . 
enclosures, fcas fceen received, and I appreciate 
your making your observations known to me • 

, . . • While I would like to be of service, I 

the** infant** th<lt £ ° n unable *° Provide you with 
the information you destrs tnasmuoh as data tn FBI 

/<2es is confidential and available for official use 

point ou * al *° that this Bureau 
f a °t-finding agency, and it is not 
nnn^j? J** 2imt *s of its prescribed functions to draw 
or or *°* # evaluations as to the character 

or integrity of any organisation or individual , 

- i.*. 1 i n0W v ? u wi 11 un<2e r stand the necessity 

£V±hn+ 8 ? n » ri i l9S Wil1 not in f er either that we V do 
or that we do not have the information you requested • 



ll * 



jnjpRIWflifON CONTAirfff 

WMWcmm. 



mm —> 

mM •“»- 

ten r- 






oerely yours. 



J ° h \Z’° 0 ; 0 *r u ' r JA, 

0 tamp s 

/loloer Z f r <* America; 

nowever , much of tKl^Umta^ghme from rival church amun* 

tfte^ew S 7or**of^iee n, ^* n jo«to° < ^^ ac ‘ ts »*** informants of 
'develop* in 1950 reflected that no data was 

on thJ > nar+ or sufcoeroiue activities 

IC$00-508fiQ ) ^ persons affiliated with this organisation 




J . Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 




& 



Dear Sir; 

I am very deeply grateful for the 
sent me concerning the terrible crime 
in this matter I discovered something 
facts and figures regarding crime, all 
one of the pamphlets received you 
nism had penetrated the churches 
ministers for their traitorous 




voluminous material which you recently 
--_p £ni er i ca# During my research 
disturbs me far more than the 
they are terrible to behold, in 
a real apprehension since coramu— 



rica and had even recruited Gospel 



. a ? ' fTe 1 11 awa ? e that the Natio nal gouncil of Christian Churches of 

. Ameri ca has been at least condoning socialU m if nor, iot um^ raavocanng 
its corruption. My church happens to be a member of the National Council, 

_ J 1 • fl * ft — ft ^ 



Trtiich membership should not be longer sustained if what I hear and reaa are 
true. However I very much desire the full facts- Therefore, 

Would you please send as soon as possible inf a -i^ 
to a real and unbiased conS hm S aoJtt Na tion^ CounclTofchrSti^ 






Churches of America (formerly thift foederal Council V/ If the churches of 
America do nox, remain true to the WHOLE Word of God, what hope is left? 



. deepest appreciation for all that you are doina to 

insure that America shall remain American. S 




< 








wm 



December Id, 1958 
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7our litter dated December 12, 1952, has 
been received • 

bhile X mould like to be of eervtce, I wish 
to advice that information fn FBI filee is confidential 
and available for official uee only. I mould like to 
point out alco that the FBI to etrictly a fact-finding 
agency, and it te not mithin the limite of ite preecribed 
functions to dram conclusions or make evaluations as to 
the character and integrity of any organisation or 
individual » 

I knom you mill understand the reaeon for 
these rules and mill not infer either that me do or 
that me do not have the information you requested • 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAiNED s< " e * r * 11 ' 
mrnft UNCLASSIFIED, ' 



* & 

^7 ^ ^ 






* i 

*»1*. ft*. /V l 

mnlUmma ' ^ 



W/tL ^ & 

^ OTE : Correspondent mas recently mailed some Material on . 

juvenile d elinquency in answer to his fequ&_8t^ 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information concerning 
the Federal Council of Churches which was^Laver incorporated 
into the National Council of Churches ofChrist in America , 

Ifuch of this data, however, came from rival church groups, Id 
investigation confined to contacts with informants with 
New York Office in 1950 reflected that no data was developed 
indicating any Communist or subversive activities on the part 
of any person affiliated with /this organization, (100-50869) 
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Tour letter dated December 17^ 1952 , 
hoe been received • ■:/*,?:■■: V. -■*• - 

. While J mould like to be of service, t •; 
wieh to adviee that information in FBI files is 
confidential and available for offioial uee only » 

.1 would I ike to point out aleo that the FBI te 
etriotly a fact-finding agency , and. it ie not mtthin 
\ the Unite of tte preecrtbed June ti one to dram con-’., 
oluetone or make evaluattone ae to the character * 
and integrity of any organisation or individual* 

f I knots you mill understand the rMt^i for '' 

these rules and mill not infer ei ther tjiat <$e <djs 
or that me do not have the information you *£cffpeeted, 

'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED' 

HEREIN UNCLASSIFIED m ' 

/ y/ John Edgar Hoover-, 

Director , ^ 

lerogd t ive i nformaii o n 
rr Qj^j CUimSM Sh later i 
council o£ miMSEl ^ 





Not eT Bufiles^re fleet 
concerning t h e ^} EDEB -4-Ic t 
incorporated into the< 
01 CHRI3Z IN m , ,, 
from ri val church \<7 J*ou I 



of this data has came 
Vs. W*An'QitoveStigatt on confined 
to contacts with informants of the New York office, 
in 1950 reflected that no data was developed indicating 
, any Communist or subversive activities on the part 
'Y* of anu persons affiliated with this organi sati on, 

4 jan 6 J «5» 869 > 
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December 32, 1953 




Dear 



Tour letter dated December 29, 1959, has ■ 
been received* . 

Although I would like to be of eervioe, I 
mi eh to adviee that information in FBI files to con - . 
fidential and available for official uee only. I would 
like to point out, also, that the FBI ie strictly a 
fact-finding agency and it to not within the limits 
of tte prescribed functions to draw conclusions or 
make evaluations o« to the character and integrity 
of any organisation or individual. 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rule e and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have the information that you rt- 
quested • .>-•/■ 



MUITOMAT10N contained 



Sincerely yours. 



m -nr* ; 

o o 



John Edgar Hoover r> 
Director 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information con- 

cerning Federal Council of Church^sf^ Idter.y&cdfporated into 
The National Council of Churches D f" 

(Note T^e^ofi;isecond page) 
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December 1952 



Chrtst in America, Much of this data, however, 
cane fron rival church groups •, An investigation 
confined to contacts with informants of the / * 

New Tork Office in 1950 reflected that no data was 
developed indicating any Communist or subversive 



activities on the part of an 



with th 
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clarify street 



address 









January 91, 1953 



0 • S3 



/&z> 'S~Z>c%>?-Q3l@ 



J.R.-S 




rtctUt*. / i *“* r * / • r# "““ r » *«» 1»W> *o» *•«» 



^ l-U v 



to advise that inJ^rmotion^in^pBI* Ai "^vtce, I wish 
and available forofficial *' e ° n f id *»*t*l 

4^ri^r'nr*3 £* 

organisation or individual • *ty of any 
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Sincerely yours. 
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EBte= 

Nichols „ 

Belaont 

CWM - 

Glirin 

Horbo 

Roseo 

Tracy 

Lasftblia 

Mohr 

Viarerrowd 

Tele. Rb. 

Hoi Iona n 

Goody 



JAN 2 2 1-53 John Edgar Soever , /i*n 

co^m-pbi | Director X/\ ^ 
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™T;._ -., 2aiion of £*1* 5 committee who worked on the trans • 

sa= v .«* ^ *** !'“*• ife/W* reflect 

8 FEB 2~, ip . ;tvr f 8 r^y«».J 5 »rJt £<«1> .taring World War 
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Tour Jot tor of January 14, 1953 , has boon 
received. .-'•••• •''•■- *.< : .V-. , -.y ■■: 

Nhtls I would liko to bo of oorutoo, I with 
to advise that information in FBI fileo to confidential 
and available for offtoial uee only . J vouid 2i*e to 
point out aloo that the FBI is strictly a fact-finding 
agency, and it to not within the limit e of tte pro- . 
ocribed functions to draw conolueione or make evalv Y 
attono ae to the character or integrity of any 
organisation or individuals ,* Y .•.. 4 ;/.'.. , 

'a . yl • vY . *Y- :> \ ‘ . f 'y'Y^V 

V T know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and wtll not tnfsr either that we do or 
that we do not have the information you request . 

Inclosed is some material which I thought 
you might liko to have, £» 



SB yi CONTAINED 



Sincerely yours. 



Inclosi 






John Idgar looser 
Director • 



jn 






Masquerader, Make Communists Show Own Colors, uccarran Jteport. 
NOTfig Buf iles nr e fleet certain derogatory information concerning 
the Jfed egflI_J7 o u ngjl \jjff£Aur. che s . later incorporated into the 
National Council of chur chesof Christ in America . JTuc/i 0 / this 
data came from rivdT ohxtnch groups. An investigation confined 
to contacts with informants of the New York Office in 1950 



c« (*;, Cob*nvh£pt, Threat 
der. Make dommuhists Sho 



cot in'U.JS., Unmasking the Communii 
Show Own Colors, McCarran Report. 



•“* -v\ v reflected that no data was developed indicating any Communist 

r ^ ~ 0 rr n 4 .or subversive activities on the part of any persons affiliates 
7o 4“* 185^* this .organisation. , \ 
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January 27, 1953 




received* 



Tour letter of January Id, 1953, has been 




f 



f . •' *• 

■ i 



While I would like to be of eervice, I with 
to advise that inf or nation tn TBI files is confidential 
and available for official t tee only • j would like to 
point out also that the TBI ie strictly a fact-finding 
agency, and it is not within the Unite of tte prescribed 
functions to draw conclusions or make evaluations as to 

jjv , character and integrity of any organisation or in- 
dividual • 

■ » ♦ ' 

.. ' I know you will understand the reason for 

^ tAese.ru find will not infer either that we do or that 
we dd hot have the information you request • 

t I 
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DATEM 



Sincerely yours , 

* + 

N CONTAINED •**», Edgar Hoover 

iSSIEIEDy ‘ ,,rect#r 




VOTE: Bufiles coAtai 

ing the )frede ral Council 




*7 ^ I ** JL Is U U 

the if at; i otkxI (found 

&/. U _ a < . . * • ' X 



in f°™«*ion concern - 
jg^rcoes later incorporated into 
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J.Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



V 



Dear Sir; 



¥ 



Some few weeks ago there came into iry possession a pamphlet entitled^ 
"How Red is the National Coun cil of Churche s Can you tell me,or give 



me some information concerning the authenticity of this. 

Also I would like to know iftfcte^nited Christian Missionary Society 

at 222 S. Downey Ave, Indpls.,Ind. has any part in the National or ^FederaJ 
Council of Churches. 

I am a Minister of the Christian Church, 

mm Some two months a S° an evangelist, Eugene Bream, was there with 
us m a meeting and he tied the two organizations togeather, arrousing 
quite a discussion among some of the people* 
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four letter dated January 90, 1959, has ft««n roooivod, 
and 1 appreciate *fe« Interact prompting you to brtng the matter 
you deoorlbod to my attontto a* 



J*v* 



Xltfeaupfe X mould like to bo of oorvtoo, I mi oh to 
advise that information in fBT files to confidential and avail - 
ablo for official moo only, X would like to point out also that 
thto Buroau to otrictly a fact-finding agency, and It la not 
within the ooopo of its pros ori bod authority to make oualuattono 
or draw ooncluotono as to the cfea rooter or integrity of any 
o rgani action or individual. 



I know you wtll undorotand tho roaoon for thooe rule a 
and willnot infer from my inability to bo of assistance either 
that wo do or that wo do not have tho information you ^requested. 




Tou may bo interacted la tfea fact that tfea a-t aiOntnt 
attributed to me in tho pamphlet you described to an excerpt :! 
from a statement I made on March 96, 1947, before tfecH?o wmtttoo 
on Un-American Aottvttteo of tho House of Representatives’, X 
am enclosing a copy of this statement for what interest It »a$ 
hm to you, fho excerpt quoted appears on page twelve^ and 12 



know that you will realise when you read this pas sag 
at X was not ■ aktng reference to any particular Or 
or religious denomination. 



n;ponftx t 
i sation 



Cr ;■ 



herein 



With reference -to tfea affiliations of the pitted Chris - 
*.*»L e J»® r V Soototy, the thought ocgujpa v* e-ike that you may wteh 

headquarters of that organ l satt on , 

[fjjrry $*?.• 




Aigax iioover 



4*' 



****** . 

— ln<Wo§ur* - 

— ^jJ^Indianapolis, with a 6 oM? 'of L i tie dm i ng . 
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- . . January 28., 1953 . 

. • *- .. , . , ... . *. •"It'v V** v y:jy 

cc - Indianapolis , with, copy of i nci omi ng •■)&*£&?+* -o,,' >.* 

ATTENTION SAC: The Bureau. fras received numerous inquiries 

concerning -the pamphlet "How Red Is The Federal ■Council of '• V: - 
Churches?” as well as : *he^edergj J&unciljof '--Shu r ches^;A n >. 

investigation confined to contact with informants was conducted 
by the New York Office in 1950 ; however, no data was developed % 
indicating any Comma nist or subversive activities on the part 
of this organization . The pamphlet attempts to show that the ' 
Federal Council is Communistic and included a statement of mine 
which is accurate, although incomplete , and is taken from my 
statement before the Un-Ameri can Activities Committee . 

V - ' /„<>., : (.100-50869) ^ ... . - 

v . ' , The Bureau has never investigated the "Uni ted Christian 
Missionary society. Several inquiries have been received asking 
about the organization; however , identifiable information on 
the organization's background and activities is known • ( per 

File Reviewer. 94-6-9171; 100-0-23422 and JOO-O-28064) U -• V 

SAC: See your memo dated 12-18-53 re Bream 

NOTE: A leaflet in Bufiles setting forth the . organizations . ........ , 

and denominational groups affiliated with the National Federal 
Council of churches does not include the name of the United . .. 
Christian Missionary Society . k f i . " ■■ .V 






February 6, 1953 



i 



Mr. J . Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoovers 

In a meeting this week, a statement was made to the effect 
that the Bureau had investigated the^Federal Council of Churches 
as a subversive organization. I Tvonde'r~ii‘ it would be possible 
for you to let me know whether or not such an investigation was 
made and also something as to the nature of the findings? 

As you know, the Federal Council no longer exists since 
it's vnrk has been included in the work of the present National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. together with 
other interdenominational organizations. 



mmrnmm contained 

HEKQtf IS UNCLASSIFIED. 

DAI lAA/sy 




x> 



Dictated K 



bbt vgwci ;ii h* absence. 
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Tour letter dated February 6, 1953 , Ao* 
fceen received* and I appreciate the interest which 
prompted your communicating mtth m. 

Although I would like to be of service , 

I wieh to aduiee that 1 am unable to answer your 
inquiries stnee information appearing in FBI files 
** confidential and available for official use only. 
r pouldr-like to point out also that this Bureau is 
sgtrictly a fact-finding agency , and it is not within 
jtke limits of its prescribed authority to make 
Xya2iiatipn8 or draw conclusions as to the character 
hr 'integrity of any organisation or individual . 



. r»i * •: • . v -i.. 

. ES J know you will understand the reasons for: 
these rules and will not infer from my inability to - 
be of assistance either that we do or that we do noil 



cO these rules and will not infer from 
^ “"-C be of assistance either that we do 
QQAove the information you requested^ 

^ . I COMM — FBI j Sincerely yours. 



m 



COMM — FBI 

FEB 1 3 1C53 

MAILED 27 



, NJ *— — — T* John Edgar Soever 

- fp' || Birsctor 

H ixj S| c - Springfield, with copy ofifmMtntfV. & ...... 

ToutiiM <^*\| ATTENTION SACt The Bureau fta® received numerous inquiries 
concerning the Federal Council nfnhumh** investigation 

confined to contacts with informants was conducted by the 

ggl K* * e ® r ° r * °ff ice in 1S50,{ however j developed 

w y oJ indicating any Communistic or subversive tendencies on the \ 

(\\ P ar * of this organisation* {100-50669 ) ^ „ A :]„ 
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February 17, 1953 







' \ 



tt*® 



£*$>■<* 






Bear 



& 






•-.■y 



m 




C/D 







. - v>V X . 

, A . , four I#tt * r •/ /•kruarjr 9, 2953, together ' 

with enclosures, has bean received, and I a ppreciate 
tha interest which prompted your writing ue, 

Vhila I would 2t*e to be of aervtce, Z 
wiah to adviaa that information in FBI filea ts 
confidential and available for official uee only ,. 

I would like to point out aleo that the FBI la strictly 
a fact-finding agency, and It te not within the Unite 
of ite prescribed funotione to draw conclue tone or 
make evaluattono ao to the character or integrity of 
any organisation or Individual, v . • ; V ./ - /. 

I know you will underetand the neceaeity for 
our policy in thts regard and will not infer either 
that we do or do not have the information on the . - - 

organisation you mentioned,. 

To* **y he interested In the fact that the 
statement attributed to me in the pamphlet you 
encloaed ia an excerpt from a etatement Z made dm 
Iforch 86, 1947, before the Committee on Un-American 
Acttvttiea of the House of Bepreaentottvea, Z am 
enclosing a copy of this etatement for what interest 
it may be to you* The excerpt quoted appears on 
page twelve, and Z know that you will realise when 
you read thia passage In context that Z was *ot 
making reference to any particular organisation or 
religious denomination, i K :; :. rr . v .... 

The stamped, self-addressed envelope you 
) so thoughtfully forwarded Is being returned # together 
with the folder which was enclosed, v ' * . - 

wi-; Sincerely yoyrsj 








John id gar Hoovyr \ 
PirectSr £ ^ . 



IV *■ tt3f4fcree(8) Statement by J, Edgar \Hp over. 

Stamped, self adddehsefaenvel 

MV0+Y' *&s!S'$4:r h&u ~ 



|H/ J* 

Varch 26,1947 
>pe, 

jl ) fljaun c tZ.Af 
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ayCeU. 



fk 

urjgh 
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sstffci 




^H%rH 
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TeUoo . 
Ladd 



Nichols _ 
Brloom _ 

Clew — 

Glavin 

Ha/ bo 



Tracy 

Laughlin _ 
Mohr 



Vioterrowd- 

Tele. Rm 

Holloruan 

dv 



Enclosure to incoming was a pamphlet entitled 
"Horn Red Is the federal Council of Churches P" issued 
by the American Council of Christian Laymen, Madison, - 
Wisconsin. 1 



The Bureau has, received numerous inquiries 
concerning the pamphlet as well as the Federal Council 
of Churches . An investigation confined to contact with 
informants was conducted by the New York Office in 
1950 ; however, no data was developed indicating any 
Communist or subversive hctivities on the part of 
ihi3 organization. The pamphlet attempts to show that 
the Federal Council is Communistic and includes a 
statement of the Director which is accurate, although 
incomplete , and is taken from his statement before the 
Un-American Activities Committee. ( 100-50869 ) 



Correspondent enclosed stamped , self-addressed 
envelope which is not being utilised in reply because 
of the bulk of the enclosures. 
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\ r February 7,3^53 

J .Edgar Hoover \ V 

Federal Bureau of Investigation \ 

Washington, D.C. \ 1 

Dear Mr Hoover* 

Our comnnmity of some 50,000 peoplghasbeen Pfli 
by accusations being made by Mr Robei^ffells that *■“* — 
tfi ^Haatlonal Council of Churches is communistic and subversive* 

~ : — ----- 

*nrough the public press he has said, "Proof that 
it is a SUBVERSIVE organisation, cited as such by theU.S* Kaval 
intelligence". J. EDGAR HOOVER SAH*" I confess to real appre- 
hension, so long as the communists are able to secure ministers 
of the Gospel to promote their evil work". 

We in America do believe in the freedom of the 
press, but me also want the truth. If the Rational Council 
of Churches is subversive, the people ought to know it. If 
the F*B.I. has not listed it as such, then we ought to know 
that too. Personally, I do not believe such a group to be ' 
subversive. Was hot John Foster Dulles active in this group? 

It is unthinkable that such a one would be associated with 
a subversive group, forhe is a fine Christian person. 

Would it be possible for me to receive an answer ^ 

to the following questions? »/V , 

4' 

Has the F.B.I. ever labeled the National Council J 
of Churches as a subversive organisation? V 

In your public addresses have you ever accused 
the Council af being consnunisticT 

Are the findings ofjyour investigations into > 
subversive groups, made public? u ^ rw 1 C? 

iiwi'.VU^Pv .*D® cm* ^ 3 ' ^ t-jt/ 

ay of s^romroaentous 



This may m tniajsaay or soar jttrtaen - 

decisions. Tet the glory of free Americqr Is that/'^bvGiiary 
minister can write to the chief of the F.B.I* aid nfcybe^afra 
to do so, ev«j^ in a time like this. 

lit INFORMATION CONTAIflEBiacerely yours 



riviiti in t 



raid 



f • -». 
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Jour letterdated February f, 1953, has been received, 
and I appreciate the interest prompting year communicating with me* 

V- ' Although 2 would like to be of service , I am unable to 

i furnish you data relative to the organisation you named since 
Information in FBI files is confidential and available for official 
Kit only • I wish to advise that the FBI has never listed this 
group , or any other organisation or individual, as being subver- 
sive, since this Bureau is strictly a fact-finding agency, end tt 
is not within the scope of its prescribed authority to make 
evaluations or draw conclusions of such a nature • 

I know yon will understand the reason for these rules 
and will not infer from my inability to be of assistance e% t%sr 
that we do qr that we do not have the information you desire •— 

• " •»-'“** .• . • "--**„*• 

Ton may be interested in the fact that the statement 
of mine which you set forth in your communication is an excerpt 
from a statement I made on March 26, 1947, before the Committee 
on Un-American Activities of the United States Bouse of Bepre-r 
sentattves* 1 am enclosing a copy of this statement for what j- 
interest it may be to you • The excerpt you quoted appears bn 
/tmge twelve, dnd I know that you will realiee when you read thte 
passage in context that I was not making reference to any partieulai 
organisation or religious denomination, 

l./U / '.;W ,,i. o, fans#*. - ■- 



'FEB 1 3 1S53 

COMM.Fftl 



•= VJ, 

£nclo 



TiT.Tr 1 — Director's Statement 3-26-47 
yjjy** — cc - Pittsburgh , with copy of inb. 

([/ ATTENTION SAC: (See followi 



b { • 4':-; •; )z ■- »t?fc 

■John Edgar ^hoover J 
Director . r 

ALUMNA 

^AUtBEIN isur 



STAINED 






U^CUSSIFIED 









February 11, 1953 



ATTENTION SAC: The Bureau has received numerous inquiries 

concerning the Federal Council of Churches • An investigation 
confined to contacts with informants was\conducted by the 
New York Office in 1950 ; however, no da taynas developed 
indicating any Communistic or subversive tendencies on the 
part of this organization • 

The pamphlet "How Red is the Natio nal Fe deral J? o uruii 
jof^CJiurchesP" contains the statement correspondent included in 
his letter which is accurate , although incomplete • 

(100-50869) . ■ 
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^ eor ^HP|BHr . X : r 

Tour letter of March 23, 1953 , with 
enclosure, has been received • 

While I would l ike to be of 
I wish to adviee that information in rBl files 
Uo^Al'ntial and mwktMU /jr 
only. X would like to point out that the. TBI 
is strictly a fact-finding agenoy, and it le , 
not within the limits of Us prescribed £nc tions 
to draw conclusions or make evaluations as to 
the character and integrity of any organisation 
or individual • -v,.*., 

i know you will understand the reason 
for these rules and will hot infer either that * 
we do or that we do not have the information you 

requested • V - '• '; : X. •: . XX-X-iX X j :> ~~ v <- 



ll&Eini, 



m 



Sincerely yours, _ 



T«Udft r 

fU4d* — -i- 



John Sdgar Moover 
Director 



CD S 



tm 



’deg*- 

Glavia 

Harfco — 

Eooc a 

Tracy < 

Gearty 

Mohr 

fi nmo oJ — 
Tele. Room - 

HoIIomi 

Stxoo 



HOTS: J Jin, filers * reflect certain derogatory informa&phj conc4 
Fe deral Q^uncHl of^ gfturch ea later incorporated gn*9™ationa 
‘^anc^il' -of^hu rchelT of Phirl s t in America , Mucfr of this dal 



^Cvnncif- o,/v Cfturc/ies of_ unnis t in America, much vj — 

however, cane ffomlrtvSf ~ttuY^7i~gfb ups,~ An tnuestiffotion 
confined to^contacts with informants of the New TorK yff ic 
in 1950 ref lec±edv,!that i}l hb [ ' data was developed indicating an 
~ — ’^i.ikrsr^mrs —sxwK V ffi ea on ttxe part of any pers 



Communist or ’ »l*i > frfWw*tiea 
affiliated with ^iSu^ryfiri tation. 



si no affiliated wi tftl twiau^rjgfcmnfcratton. 

»y g ^r'i 4*jt*5«loil envelb^hitiliir^tfn reply. which ct 



> anondent fo\ 
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/our letter of April B, l9S3 0 together 
with enclosure, hat keen received. 



While I would 1th § to bo of ooruioo , X ' 
to advise that information in FBI files to 
confidential and available for offiotal uee only • 

X would aleo like to point out that the FBI to 
etriotly a fact-finding agency, and it io not wtthtn 
the Units of it o prescribed authority to draw eon* 
elusions or make evaluations ooneerntng the eharaoter 
and integrity of any organisation or individual • 



I knj 

for these ri 
do, 



requesp&p 




you wtll understand the neoeeotty 
nd wtll hot infer either that we 
'do not , have the information you 



Sinoerely yours , 



John Id gar Bo over 
O' Fir eater 




Vioierrotd — 

Tele. Room — ^ / 

Holli ' ' 

Sizoo 



/ 1 

— Cl/ 7 any persons affiliated with this organisation , 

'rt ( W*° ae9 Lr.spon< t .n- t 'nolo..* „ V -addr*a,.d, ata-pad 
envelope, which is being utilised in reply. 



Buf ties Tef loot. certain derogatory information 
c once m i ng thk fede roJf Counc il of Churohesf later 4 ^ v 
incorporated fnto the ^Nat i onal Counc il of Chur oh es of 
Christ tn‘ AmertcaJ howe&erf much of this data came 
from~rTval ~pHprph groups and investigation oonftned 
toAS~ on tact with' Jh formants of the New York Office in 
X&>0 ref looted that no data teas developed indicating 
"(any Communist or subversive activities on the part of 
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At 



» i'3 All 3Bu 




Mr. J. Bdgar Hoover, Director \ H I 

Federal Bureau of Investigation V/j 

Washington, D. C. / 

Dear Sir: 

I have just read the article by Herbert A. Philbri ok . who served 

"Th^c™^?-?* f ° r ap+ 111 the April "Christian Herald J' entitled 

The Communists are After Your Church!” I am glad for what this 

aboU ^ the^ tactics of Communists, and I think that 
churches should guara against communist infiltration. 

like more information as to what organizations are _ 

c + USt ^ h f t organizations ^e being used by Communists, \ 
^? k i F ullsters anjo supnorting Communism without being aware 
of vaiat they are really doing? w 

, . v, 1 r ® ceiv ®d a koeklet which makes some charges along this line 

L have been wonder ing about. This booklet is. entitled "Revised \ 

thr^dnJm : i er n 10n " ±S r ritten b3r a Rev * Dofifewn, raster of \ 
Ba ? lst Church of Buffalo, S5Imri7~Tt is supnosed \ 

church tS Sn°fh a " se ? ao ?" he delivered in above mentioned 

the BiblP^ ~ h ®? ls 15 that the Revised Standard Version is not 

lack of ?;al reasons for saying this seem to me to show 

to + S+ », but he H° es to some length in an attempt > 

to prove that tH ylv at i n pal Cou ncil of Churches of Christ in +v,® tt" q a / 

th e?°bSSi? to sene’ ol 1 thgTggtge fg" Ire 

zne y Delong to many communist organizations. He nresent«? a nnWhcm / 



Sir otes 

ls i“ ere any real grounds for such claims? Could these two 
T'as ha-nenSp'? be & n tr 3 f k ?£ 1x11,0 some icings without realizing what 
cSr^i« 5 ^ g fx Si the orga ?i za ti°ns listed by Don Bronl reallv 

I will appreciate an honest, detailed answer to this letter. 



Sincerely yours. 







^ im 

,7'- ? i 
»'v,.;v V' 

■ytfc' 

V'f j - . 
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J sincerely appreciate the interest which 
prompted yottr letter 0 / March 97, 1959 • 



While I would like to be of service , I wish 
to advise that information in FBI files is confidential 
and available for official use only . I would like to 
point out also that the FBI is strictly a fact-finding 
agency, and it is not within the limits of its prescribed 
functions to draw conclusions or stake evaluations as to 
the character or integrity of any organisation or individual. 




I know you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or that 
■ _i e do not have the information you requested. 



You might like to know that the Committee on 
Un-American Activities of the United States Bouse of 
Representatives has published a "Guide to Subversive 
Organisations and Publications n in which are listed 
groups, periodicals, and the like which have been cited 
as subversive by various state and Federal agencies . 
Copies may be obtained from the Superintendent of Docu - 
rments. United States Government Printing Office , ' 
'Washington 25, 9. C., for thirty-five cents, / 



y>- . ' 



Sinoerelyyours, 



'ob' 



■i ■WJ . ■ 



. John Fdgar Bo over 

- * ^ W Director 
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VS, certain derogatory information concernini 

^Wun^^jOhupcf^^ater incorporated into the a 
rT^T ® 8 o f Christ in America . lh 

; Qy, 



Tele. Room — 
HolL , 

Si zoo 

Mi 






MAILED 9 

APR e 1S63 



( see MEXT page) 












Jl JOTEt * ' ' * •• ; 

Much of this data, however, came from rival churcht groups 
and investigation confined to contacts with informants of 
the New York Office in 1950 reflected that no data was 
developed indicating any Communistic or Subversive activity 
on the part of any person affiliated with this organisation . 

Bufiles do reflect, however, that fellowship of Reconciliation 
for a Social~Pacificist Organisation active in campaigning 
for racial equality and world peace • 
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April 94, 1959 




„ /<H ' ?&/ 





_^y Liar 

<y 

^ I appreciate the interest which 

^ prompted your letter of April 90, 1953 . 

While J would like to be of eervioe, 

I i oi8h to advise that information in FBI files 
te confidential and available for official uee 
only , I would ltke to point nut also that thte 
Bureau ie strictly a fact-finding agency, and 
3 v . it ie not within the Unite of its prescribed 
w functions to draw conclueione or make e value - 
Ms. tiona a 8 to the character and integrity of any 
<Xi ^ vi organisation or individual, 

W LkX Vi ' 

\^J I know you will understand the reason 

Sr •“ for these rules and wtll not infer either that 
92 pvt we do or that we do not have the information you 
^ 01 requested • 



7 • / 

9(7 'I 

’■'ft'! 



<jft 

cr u 




Sincerely yours. 



m 



fcoitSS — fUf 
APR 2 i 1053 

MAILED 25 



federfi) C 



trp • I. '. 

_r John Id gar Hoover 
/O Director 
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Viitcnowd — 
Tele. Rom — 

HoUmu 

******* 

Miss Gsatfy — 
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\NOTEt Bufiles/freflectpgertain derogatory ihforsuxtion r 
F concerning the^ ~Tede raT-Vounpll of Chtimh** whioh was 
later incorporate <t intlT theJ^ationaJ^Coiinc il of Churches 
of- Christ ijLu A vysxAjcitL, ’Much of this data, however, came 
from rtval church groups + An investigation tn 1950, 
confined to contacts with informants of the Sew Fork 
Office, developed no data tndtoating any Communist or 
subversive activities on the part of any persons affiliated 
organisation • The Bureau has been tn receipt of 
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Reference ie made to the telephone call from 
Mr, William K, Foley of the Department to o representative 
of thte Bureau staking inquiry concerning the to rid Council 
of Churches , 

For your information this Bureau has conducted 
no investigation regarding the World Counctl of Churches , 
However, the files of this Bureau eontatn several letters 
of a nonspecific nature received from various individuals 
alleging that some of the members of the World Counctl of 
Churches are er have been Com muntet sympathisers • 

The World Council of Cfturefcoo and the Federal 
Council of Churohsy pf Christ tn America, *oth of 
297 Fourth Avenue, Veto York City , are affiltated councils. 
Enclosed herewith for your information is a copy of the 
report of Special Agent Fred P,^ McRae dated July 7, .1950 : 
at West York captioned "Cemmunist Infiltration into 
Federal Council of Churches ^of Christ in America, aka 
Federal Council of Churches, Intsrnal Sscurtty - C • It 

ts noted that no tnvesttgatten of captioned organisation 
has been conducted by this Bureau and that the enclosed 
report c ontaine a summary o f information contained in tho 
/turn ./ »ur M Tork 0//ie: 

s #r )/§/? 

• • ^ ■ «« ;• W 1 • Hi: 

note on ielwvt* i « 

wtlitthp '£. Foley of the Department on 6/22/33- 
ie lephonically contacted Supervisor James F • Bland dnd 
made inquiry < a&bucerning u ‘ihe World Oouncil of Churches,- 
The files *of the Bureau reflect that no investigation 
has been conducted concerning this organisation and that 
it is affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches of 
— Christ VfC America, both organisations having the common 
a re^^f £97 Tourth Avenue, New York City, 

vfcffCffSIJT INFORMATION - C01 















Pith respect to your Setter cf June 1C, 

1053, with enclosures, concerning the subversive 
lists, I am sending you twelve copies of the 
"Federal Register" for Hay 12, 1953, which contains 
the Attorney Central's current subversive listing on 
page 2741, I see no objection to allowing >our friend 
fron General ! fetors or other associates of yeun to 
go ahead and rum off extra copies from this source. 



of 



,N Sow with reference to the other group 

organisation's proposed by the Attorney General for 
designation within the purview of Lxecutive Orders 
Humber 9f:35 and A'umber 10450, u copy of which you 
enclosed , i think it is perhaps best not to release 
this data to your contacts until these organisations 
huue been officially designated. 1 on sure you will 
agree that thit is the safest course of cation and 
would safeguard against any possibilities Of embarrassment 
or criticism in the future. Obviousl y, you have 
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up a lot o 
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thought-pro uokiny interest in 
a rerult c" ..our distribution. 
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As to your other letter also dates the 
ICth with reference to the clergy, I agree that 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25. D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On pages ten and eleven of the enclosed pamp hlet entity 
Facts about the National Council of the ChurchesSxTf ~CHrlst in tlie u . s .jet™ 
your statement regarding communists being able' to eeciu'e 'ministers of'the 
Gospel to promote their evil work is said to be repudiated by you as a 
reference to the National Council of Churches. 

Does your letter to Hr.' Upas's of February 3 , 1951 in any way affect 
your statement of March 26 , 19^7 concerning communists being able to secure 
ministers of the Gospel to promote their evil work? I cannot see that it 
does VI n which cave the argument set forth by the National Council of Churches 
is a non sequltor . How does the fact that you have never made any “state- 
ments criticizing the Federal Council of Churches or the Jfational Council 
of Churches” in any way affect the fact that you statedsthat "communists 
are able to secure ministers of the Gospel to promote their evil work”? 

Whereas your statement of March 26 , 19^7 v&e not said concerning the 
National Council of Churches, your letter of February 3, 1951 to Mr. Eepass 
^ does not sey you “had no such thought in mind” and that such a use of your 
/ statement was "unjustified". 



It is my opinion that your statement of Match 26 , 1947 as quoted in 
£ the brochure (also enclosed) printed by the American Council of Christian 
V Laymen is entirely justified and I would like to know if you feel other- 
* vise. If the "shoe pinches" that is not your fault. 

v - rA crj*E 

^ Could you tell me if the National Council^ interpretation of the 

sip**? regarding "Naval Intelligence Condemns Federal Council" (page 12 of 
/ jf ^ 8 • • j") is correct. Is the American Council of Christian 

/Laymen guilty of wresting of quotations" in regard to this matter? Do ^ 
you believe the fchmphlet "How*Red ...» presents a*gravely false picture* 
of the individuals connected with the National Council of Churches? 



/ 



I shall deeply appreciate your answer to these questions. 

' Sincerely “ 
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facts 






about the 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN THE U.S.A. 



PLAIN FACTS about The National Council of Church e* 



plete analysis of his charges against 
one of the 48 listed churchmen is pre- 
sented. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
respected General Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, has been 
dedicating his time, talent and experi- 
ence for the past 35 years to the de- 
velopment of Christian cooperation in 
this country and throughout the world. 
Because of his key position in the 
Council, we present a detailed exam- 
ination of the attacks on him. 

Dr. Cavert is charged with having 
“aided and abetted God-hating un- 
American organizations” — namely, 
Nos. 24, 37, 40, and 46 in Mr. Kaub’a 
hodge-podge compilation. 

No. 24 in his list is The Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert did belong to the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation for a year or 
two at the time when our government 
was convening an international con- 
ference for reduction of armaments 
✓ and pressing for the Kellogg Pact for 
the Outlawing of War. He resigned 
when it became clear to him that con- 
ditions in the world required prepared- 
ness for defense, and has not been a 
member at any time within the last 
twenty-five years. 

No. 37 is the North American Com- 
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy. 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert never was a member of 
the North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy. He made critical 
statements in 1936 about the way in 
which Franco overthrew the Spanish 
Republic, but joined no organization 
dealing with this issue. 



No. 40 is u The Protestant.” 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert never was affiliated with 
this magazine, never served on either 
its editorial board or its advisory com- 
mittee, never contributed to its col- 
umns. He did sign an appeal against 
anti-Semitism entitled “Protestantism 
Answers Hate,” which was published 
by u The Protestant ” at the time when 
Nazi propaganda against the Jews 
was at its height. To infer that this 
meant any connection with the mag- 
azine is untrue. 

No. 46 is the War Resisters League. 
What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert never belonged to the 
War Resisters League at any time. 

▲ A ▲ 

An especially flagrant case of de- 
ception in this pamphlet is the way it 
uses a remark by J. Edgar Hoover, 
head of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. Mr._Hoqyerjs. quoted aa W; 
mg. “I conf ess to real apprehension 
lnng as communists are .able to se- 
cure ministers of the GoflDfil.tQ .p£0- 
mnte their nvil .work^l This statement 
of Mr. Hoover fl. is inserted between 
t wo sections qL.tfe®. pamphlet, both 
ol wlrichL.xcfglJiLlltgJIflVLUdi of 
Churches,, and the reader is . thereby 
led to believe that Mr, Hoover was re- 
f erring to it. Yet Mr. Hoover .asserts 
without qualification that he had no_ 
such thought in mind, and that such 
a use of h is statement W as jm justified. 

Reproduced on the following page 
is the letter from Mr. Hoover con- 
taining his statement of repudiation. 
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ftotn Bapartment of InaiU* 
i^ktral Bnmm of InossftfssHan 
■sslftngtDn tS,B*A 
February 3 , 1051 



Mr. S. L • Bepaeo 
paeeenger Traffio Manager 
Morfolk and Western Railway 
Company 

Roanoke, Virginia 
Dear Mr. Repaest 

Tour letter dated January 26, 1051, has 
been received • 

The quotation which you set forth vos 4 

taken out of context from raaor*# 1 Jf* 9 
the Committee on Un-American Activities of the 
Bouse of Representatives on March S6, J 9 * 7 # 

Washington, D. C. I am enclosing a 

these remarks ♦ You will note in paragraph 4, on 

page 12, the statement to which you make reference* 

1 oont you to know Wflt neither on this 
oooaoton »o r ot any time Havel euernai e onyetaUnente 
criticising the Federal Council of Churehee or the 
Rational Council of Churches • 

X am enclosing some material wbioh I 
thought vou might like to have • 



enclosure 



Sincerely yours. 
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At a Constituting Convention held 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 28 to Dec. 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches “went underground” by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed. although it is operating 
under a new name. 



-ft -h? 






the FACTS inside 



AND 






DPAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSIONS . ^ 















UST FREEDOM PERISH? 
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"?•" f* We*Mm world wes floundering h « «H •*! iroiiiZjX 
and the chtrdi was bound up with ft and was part of that order, God reached out 
the Russian Communssh to produce a jutfsr order end to show a recumbent church what II has owed 
m its own go spel Jp. 2241 Aoam, on p. 167, IV. Jones writes, "I am persuaded that CbhfiaAv p^nt 

of Chur ches, m a Count* publication is quoted as folows, "The prindple m oonipetiHooeaeiK6e£! 
nothmg more than a parity conven ti onaEzod embodiment of primeval T? 7* 

Such foes to freedom as the NCC and Hs leaders must be exposed. Support for - wwnmmmi 
!?“? ***** “• ujd^Aiwwican bushossmen wish to finance the c o nst redS nof the 

n ^ J}mN ff on * 1 9 ot ~ 1 p"*™ 1 h obYio « , y ^ po«h wAh^f^fiJ^ 



A£LAikict ***• Amarican Council sponsored a CHRISTIAN CRUSADE 

oSflvi at Constitution HaD, Washington, D. C. At this great Mass Meeting the 

President, Congress, end the House Committee on Un-American Activities were strongly petitioned 
•f fV?** j deal ^ effectively with communism in religious organizations. The American Courted 1 * 
straiqhriorw^ Hand f^ fhe historic Ch risti an fatth and free d om is dearly seen in its pronouncements 
2? ™}® wbiects: PACIFISM, FREE ENTERPRISE end THE BIBLE — in contrast to the National 
Council s dictum on the seme issues. 

Must Freedom perish? Not ff men think straight and act cons i st en tly and courageously con ce r nin g 
Pacifism, Free Enterprise and the Bible. ^ 



NATIONAL COUNCIL 

(ffrew ItOMO, bom as 16 # "Mere! Ceaacl PI 
PACIFISM 

TW United States Navy, through Hs fnteRigeece Department, 
wwfo the foflowiog deaeration. 1915: 

•TW federal Council of Christ tn Amar tea: This is a 
krga, radical, pacifist organization. It probably repre- 
mats 20.000.000 Protestants in tba United States. How 
•vnr, its leadership consists of a anal radical group 
which dictates its policies. It is always .extremely actfvo 
fa any matter against national defensuf (CoMrassiooel 
Racord. Vol 79, Part 12, p. 11503.) 
h* ItM the Fadaral Council lobbied vigorously In Washington 
against tha Navy's program with a high degree of success. Tha 
Fadaral Council boasted of Hs triumph ta cutting the one bJIion 
doQar program to two hundred and seventy-four million from 
•eventy^ne proposed aew ships to seventeen! At that time, tha 
™ ri iya Committee of tha Federal Council want on record as 
protesting rearmament generally. Mora than any other religious 
organization fa the U. S. A. the Federal Cornell b guilty of 
contributing to our nation's unpraparadnass for World War II, 
■*i*“ H*?*?* 9 loss of Bfa by our boys 

In tha earliest days of the conflict. 

. hWariy mpudintad saturation bombings 
®9 6* U. S. A. and her a Bias, but there eras no word of prote s t 
y *** f6a most atrocious deads perpetrated by Gnisisy or 



Plank No. 2 of the "Social Creed" of the Fadaral CeuacS 
(■*>* *• Natiooal Council) advocates the following: 1 

planning and control of tha cradH And monetary 
y 1 *" * *»d the econ o m ic proc es se s for the nrrmonn 

The National Coendl has opanly advocated repeatedly through 
her most raspoarifala spokesman the aboGtira rf the private 
cwnawblp of property, and has d ecried as aa Christian tha proBt 
wNaaln business. H b tha usnal tldng for tha National c££d) 
M advocate any WgtsJetioa which radical labor leaders aadoraa, 
Md fbob mhM and co mmaab t follow harden su p port . ' 

f Mg» Hoowr, B fc »ch»oMU WH. I. M, bSt 

"*■ «■ - A dMIiM. 1 U. 1*47, 



*JS» CcmmmkH mo Mo to memo -tnhliii fa. 

*■» *» «*— *» *» i»Bg m •* CM* omi JoittmoT 
Hu F ede ra l C orae fl officially fasuad a bn nth u iTaliwnl n 
"*■«<>« of IWuT? K*MAom 

PUSWVVBI, - . 

. 1 - 9 + Araugh J^faflueeraof tha National CouncTs Can. 
hww* oa "Tha Cbwch and fwinrii Ufa" studaub 6 anon 
bmios are being prajmficed against frae nntar p i b n and made 
eotfesiasts for Soci a lis m. or a e as l id hj T^nnnmj. to «Udh b 



AMERICAN COUNCIL 

PACIFISM 

At Hs annual meeting In October, IMS, tha American Cowcfl 
unanimously adopted tbs foDowing statement: 

“ON MIUTAKY SKKVICK" 

‘The Christian owes tha duty of sendee and protect i on 
to the state as an institution ordained of God and 
responsfeia to Him. That duty includes the uacemfty 
of bearing arms npon necessary and fust occasions. Wa, 
therefore, approve tha principle of universal peacetime 
mffitary training. Wa briieve that tha seeding of aa- 
trained boys into combat b cruelly unjust to them and 
Bttla short of wilful murder. In the event of another 
conflict wa may not be given a providential period of 
lima for improvisation as was given ns in both World 
Wars I and II. Tha Pacifism being spread by tha Federal 
Council of Churches and other agendas will not pm* 
want future conflict, but ft might resuH m the destruc- 
tion of the United States of America. 

"Wa further urge that h any such program ade qu ate 
measures be taken to p rotect the moral and spiritual 
interest and welfare of the mao while in training." 

The American Council continues to be&eve that soma farm 
of universal military training b absolutely indispensable to tha 
oocarity net only of tha U. t A. bet of fraodom wherever It b 
found in the world. Nothing will bo more of a det er rent to 
another world con fli ct then a strong America. Her military 
weakness would co nst i t u te the strongest e nen s rs ge m ent tn 
aggression oa the part of a highly mflHarized hostile power. 
During the corns# of World War II, fhb fmthar resolution was 
adopted by the American Councfl: 

"III The American Council of Christian Chmches 
pledoes Hs undying opposition to nfl forms of totalbm, 
whether they be Nad, Fascist or Co m ma nb t. and af- 
firms Hs alfegiaace to the principles of democratic 
representative govern meet m iiriiwd in tha ennsti- 
turion of the United Sintra. : - ; ' V V 

"l*| TU >T‘f m . C ST" a * «*«•» Ckanimt n. 
pndletes the Federal Coencfl's nd&tnnt pedfbm. hold- 

Sh !"> *■» •» -Wv W. «• 

1 CwcW al CWcWa of CkW h 
V«W4Ih.^ tt ptdb, far mmf ymrt, amd 

an e i ww n “ 

The American Cora J be lie ves that the Bjbfh Ccramsndweut 
Thou shaft net steal" b God's sancBoa fmprfvute ownenhip. 
Jb» race ption b made whereby the date may became a tUef. 
nm America. Coraefl believes there era lie ra oemprembe 
befweea freedom end flm d every of totriRnrlra gdera v- . , 



«•-- " V- -■V'' V VeV.- *5;-7 ?; ’ V^M4 v -- v\Wl'Js''!‘ ’ .‘..^.v,- 
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Nicfcots. 
1 Belmont 
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}/ ^v J have received your letter of July 13, 

1953, with enclosure*. 

In connection with your inquiry, I would 
like to point out that at the end of your eeeond para- 
graph you quote part of a sentence which appeared in 
ny statement before the Bouse of Representatives 
j Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947 . 

By referring to the complete sentence, and especially 
£□ vNl*° t)ie entire context in which it originally appears, 

*■21 \A J a * cure that you will see that the connotation be - 
55; y^pomes quite different . I am, therefore, enclosing a 
t H w^ rUt •/ the original text, in which the sentence 
*SZ ~\» a ^ eara in the **ird full paragraph on page twelve . 

^ ■■■"*. 7 

CO \ Bith regard to your question as to how my 

S: S letter of February 3, 1951, to Mr. E. L. Repass affects 

r > ^this statement, J believe it is obvious that the letter 
ft" Q3 indicates that the statement was not meant to imply 

critical concerning either the Federal Council 
m — of Churches, the Rational Council of Churches, or any 

?Lr organisation. This is entirely tn accordance 

kf* --3 a policy of long standing which preclude# my draw — 

Ul. >5 \ng any conclusions or making any evaluations as to the 
J— 1 character of any organisation or individual. This policy 
baaed, upon the /act that each activities are not wtth- 
[T"! 'TZlfn * ke prescribed /unctions o/ the FBI, which is strictly 
S’ ZZ Qf a /<rtrt-finding agency, fe-vf 

Obviously, this sane policy must apply'wtt 
respect to the article on Naval Intelligence to whi^h^ ^ 



you re/e r. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J, Zigar Hoovei* 

John Edgar Soover 
Birector 






T Director 1 3 ototeme 
cc/V- iStT Louis , with cop v of i 
S#e NOTE next page. J 
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ifo data in Bufiles could be identified with 




Yu frequently receives inquiries 
concerning this statement of the Director with 
reference to its use in the pamphlet "Sow Bed Is 
The Federal Council of Churches ?" Beplies point 
out that the statement was not made concerning 
any particular organization . llany inquiries are 
also received regarding the character of the 
Federal Council of Churches and the National Council 
of Churches 9 and "files confidential” replies are ' 
given . : / /.*% ' •. / . - 

( The letter to J /r. Bepass is correctly re- 

/ produced in "Plain Facts." ■ [ - - ^ — - 








Mr. TolsonJ^- — -J 
Mr. LaddU^^A 

M r . „Njd%?*-f-r I 
•BT'^anontl— I 

Mr. Clegg.. 1 

Mr. Glavin. | 

Mr. Harbo- I 

Mr. Rosen — 1 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Gearty 

Mr. Mohr j 

June 16 , 

Mr. Holloman 

Mr. Sizoo 

Miss Gandy- 



PERSONAL June * TOV-Rooin 

■ — Mr. Holloman 

_ . , Mr. Sizoo 

Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, Director Miss Gandy 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U. S. Department of Justice _ — - — * 

Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N*W. 

Washington, D.C* 

SUBJECT* The Communist - Clergy Matter 

Dear Edgar* ! * 

The nation-wide controversy re the above subject has naturally hit 
Buffalo, and every so often it boils up* 

Eddie Butler of the Buffalo Evening News had Fred Turner, who is one ; 

I of his special write-up men and who particularly takes care of, s hall we say, 
left wing matters, write up an article which appears in the June 10, 1953, 
issue of the Buffalo Evening News, copy of clipping enclosed. 

I had several calls from friends who have been interested in the 
activities of the Council of Churches of Buffalo and Erie County. Their j 

questions, in substance, were "How authentic do you think Turner’s article 
is?" My answer was that, if the item reported by Turner were properly and } 
accurately reported, the article must be authentic, inasmuch as Turner brought i 
out the fact that Philbrick had been an FBI under-cover man for years. j 

Certain, shall we say, of the 700 odd clergymen who make up the 
- Council of Churches of Buffalo and Erie County, I would call "pinkish." 

i 

Several years ago you put out a release, and in connection with its , 
distribution to the Executive List, you mentioned that you thought it would j 

be well for the clergy to receive it. J, therefore, took the matter of dis- 

ttribution up with the Reverend Harland M. Frost, Executive Secretary of the 
council of Churches, he having received a copy of the release when it was 
distributed to ny Executive List. I could see he was not enthusiastic and,j 
to make a long story short, this is what happened. 1 

|(1) They had no funds to cover the postage. ’ ^ 

\ (2) Would they run off envelopes frrim their addressograph 
j machine? Answer - yes. 

f | (3) Told them I would pay for their envelopes. ^ ^ ^ % t?"f ^ 

i (4) he would not want to send then out in their envelopes. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover -2- June 16, 1953 



I (5) Told him that I would supply ny envelopes. 

(6) He reluctantly agreed to run ny envelopes through 
his addr es sograph machine. 

I was surprised at the number of clergy of different denominations 
j 1 who wrote thanking me for having made your release available to them. Sev- 

I ( eral of them mentioned what a great job J. Edgar Hoover was doing. 

( Have you any suggestion as to how I should handle future inquiries 
re this Commie - Clergy matter? Don’t want to stub ny toes, but at the same 
time, don't feel that the "pinks,” some of whom, as you know, run more than 
"cerise" into at least "light red," should go unanswered. 

i I have three friends on the Council Board who have asked me how 

j I can help them. I have told them I would think it over. 




P.S. I have now available clippings from Buffalo Evening News, June 12, 1953, 
the heading of which is "Council of Churches Asks Full Hearing for 
Bishop Oxnam," which has a bearing on the subject referred to in the 
above letter. 
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Philbrick Testified That Reds 
Infiltrated the Religious Field 

7 or 8 Hardened, Disciplined Members Posed 
As Ministers of Gospel 1 in Boston 'Area 



By FRED TURNER 

To many who are inclined to 
view with alarm the announced in- 
tention of a congressional com- 
mittee to inquire into the extent 
of Communist infiltration of the 
clergy and church bodies, the -testi- 
mony of Herbert A. Philbrick of 
Boston, who became an FBI coun- 
terspy in the Communist Party, is 
of interest' 

The detailed testimony given in 
April before a subcommittee of 
the Judiciary Committee of the 
U. S. Senate, was published last 
Wednesday by the U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office. 

Mr. Philbrick described for the 
committee the make-up of the “pro” 
group of Communists to which he 
belonged in the late *40s in Boston. 
He listed five or six doctors; about 
six teachers; 20 to 30 college or 
university professors; 12 to 15 busi- 
nessmen; four or five government 
workers and, “in the religious field, 
seven or eight.” They were all 
“deeply underground,” whose iden- 
tities wefre not even known to 
rank and file Communists. 

Questioned by Chief Counsel 
Robert Morris, the queries and 
answers were as follows: 

MR. MORRIS— You say in the 
religious field. What do you mean 
by that? 

MR. PHILBRICK — By under- 
ground pro group Communist Par- 
ty members in the religious field 
I mean those individuals — and this, 
again, was to me, a Christian, a 
matter of terrific shock when I 
discraered this fact in Boston, a 
very nismal fact, that actually the 
Communist Party had in its pro 
group! section between seven and 
eight Individuals, hardened, dis- 
ciplined, steeled party members- 
posing as ministers of the gospel 

SENATOR HERMAN WELKER 



(Idaho)— In connection with the 
ministers you haVfe mentioned in! 
the Pro-4 group, in your experi- 
ence . . . were they ministers first 
and then Communists, or Com- 
munists first and then ministers? 

MR. PHILBRICK — So far as I 
could determine, these individuals ' 
were all Communists prior to their 
becoming ministers. In fact in the 
latter part of 1948 and early 1949, 

I actually sat in at a cell meeting 1 
at the home of Otis Hood, one of 
the heads of the Co mmunist Party 
. ; and a member of our cell at 

that time was a young Communist 
who was being assigned by the 
Communist Party to that field of 
activity, and was in fact . . . about 
to be planted or was already plant- 
ed in a seminary to study to be a 
minister . . . 

SENATOR WELKER — Then these 
few ministers that were planted 
were dedicated to the Communist 
cause and not to the cause of their 
religion. 

MR. PHILBRICK— That is abso- < 
lutely true, sir. 

SENATOR WILLIAM E. JENN- 
ER (Indiana)— TO your knowledge 
did the Communists try to influ- 
ence the ministers in, the Boston 
area? " 

MR. PHILBRICK — Senator, that 
was one of the main projects which 
we had. All through the years, i 
way back, starting with the youth 
activities, we were constantly in- 
structed by- Communist Party 
bosses to *work upon the church 
groups, church youth activities, 
church youth organizations ana 
upon both ministers and laymen. 

When Mr. Philbrick moved to 
Wakefield, Mass., the first instruc- 
tion he got from the Communist 
Party was to join the church of 
his denomination. /; 

Dozens of suspected Communists 
called before the congressional 
committees have been permitted 
to place in the record formal state- 
ments denouncing the investigat- 
ing committees in scathing terms. 

Hr. Philbr ick. suppli ed the an- 
swer for this tWlknh < 

The testimony continues: '•> ■ w 



SENATOR WELKER— What was 
the attitude of the Communists to- 
ward congressional Investigations 
such as this? I 

MR. PHILBRICK— Not onA a 
congressional committee, but «ven 
a court of law, a United States 
court of law— it was taught to us 
and described to be simply a tool 
of the capitalists ... an organiza- 
tion designed to oppress the work- 
ing class ... We were taught to 
hold this committee and any le- 
gally, duly constituted committee 
or legal organization of the U. S. 
Government in complete contempt. 

The next witness was Howard 
Selsam, a former teacher at Colum- 
bia University and Brooklyn Col- 
lege. He was unfriendly. 

“I come before this committee 
only under compulsion,” read his 
prepared statement “I testify un- 
der protest This is nothing but 
an evil inquisition into the heresies 
of Which educators may be suspect- 
ed. . . . Such a proceeding as. this 
deserves nothing but contempt 
from any teacher, scholar or Citi- 
zens of a democracy.” J 

The Selsam statement diffjk-ed 
but faintly from dozens of (filer 
statements filed by unfriendly^wit- 
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[Council Uf€hurches 
Asks Full Hearing 
For Bishop Oxnam 

I Th© Council of Churches of Buf- 
falo & Erie County has recommend- 
ed a complete House Un-American 
[Activities Committee hearing for 
(Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 
i Washington Area Methodist Church 
“so that he and the National Coun- 
cil of Churches can defend them- 
selves against the smear campaign! 
that is being waged against them.” 
The council’s support of the out- 
spoken and widely-criticized Meth- ! 
odist leader came in an overwhelm- 
ingly-supported resolution at its an- 
nual mid-year planning conference 
Thursday afternoon and evening on 
the Council House lawn at 1272 Del- 
aware Ave. Some 150 clergy and 
laymen attended. 

Offered by the Rev. J. Ralph 
Davie, minister of South Park Bap- 
tist Church and temporary chair- 
man of the council’s Public Affairs 
Department, the resolution yras 
presented “in view of recent criti- 
cism directed at Bishop Oxnam by 
Republican Representative Harold 
H. Velde of Illinois, the Investigat- 
ing Committee’s chairman.” 

Drive 3% Pest Goat 

In another resolution, the council 
urged continued financial support 
of the United Nations Intern ationa] 
Children’s Emergency Fund “be- 
cause of its humanitarian effects.” 
Copies of both proposals, Mr. Davie 
noted, will be sent to the nation’s 
Capital. 

Harvey W. Busch, finance-cam- 
tpaign chairman, reported that con- 
| tributions totaling $62,744.40 
[pushed the January-February drive 
3% over its $60,835 goal. 

„ Expressing gratitude to everyone 
|j“for their wonderful support,” Mr. 
flBusch announced that the council’s 
' 1954 budget will total some $79,600. 

Mrs. Mildred H.. Taylor, director! 
.of the council’s Displaced Persons' 

| Department, noted th at 455 fami-j 
jlies or 1041 VPPfi'iim have received; 
’(aid since the department was* 
[formed in January 1949. j 



8 Group* Report Needs 

*L_The departme nt closes June 30., 
[she reported, becau& THfe flow ofij 
persons needing help has dwindled 
to the point where it would be 
more economical to turn cases over 
to the International Institute. The 
department will reopen if the need 
ever arises, she said. • 

Eight simultaneous discussion 
groups which considered the pres- 
ent wort of the council reported 
that there is still a need for: ' | 

1— A “stronger” public relations 

program. j 

2— Arousing individuals to take 
action on public issues. 

3— Sharing the insights and var- 
ious special emphasis of various 

denominations. 

A — Strengthening the chaplain 
program in hospitals, colleges. j 

5— Exploration of the special ! 

ministeries.. f 

6 — Aiding churches in the older ! 

sections of the city. \[ 

7 — Reaching more lay people in' 
the Council’s work.' • 

Dr. Ralph W. Loew, pastor of 
Holy Trinity United Lutheran 
Church, quizmaster, emphasized 
that all participants praisedf he co-1: 
operation of the press, thl radio 
stations and WBEN-TV “fi- their 
willtigness in transmitting^church 
new^” i 
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July 6, 1953 



Mr. Tiacy 

Mr. G'.urty 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. \Yii..errow. 

Tele. Room 

Sir. Holloman— 
Mr. Sizoo-. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.tf. 
Washington, D. C* 



Dear Elgar: 



Subject: The Comnunist — 

Clergy Hatter 



Referring to that part of yours of June 26, 1953. regarding 
the above subject* 

As per your suggestion (paragraph one, page two), I agree with 
you and will, therefore, simply use that part of paragraph three, page one. 
my June 16 letter, as follows: 9 

"My answer was that, if the i tens reported by Turner were 
properly and accurately reported, the article must be 
authentic, inasmuch as Turner brought out the fact that 
Philbrick had been an FBI under-cover man for years." 



•iftLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ITuEIN IS. UNCLASSIFIED, 
DATE-4^3.BY^^: 



Sincerely, 
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"THE GROWING SUPER-CHURCH' 

- A Critique of the National Council of Churches of Christ 

BY JAMES OcfORpt/MIttCH 



In November 1950 in Cl eveland, O hio, in the Kramer 

the midst /of a scene rivaling papal pa- to power p 

geantry, thTNatimn al Co u ncil of Churches of- operation ?*’ 
Christ w as organized, superseding the Federal ^ 

Council of Churches of Christ. A true ap- %tS * 

praisal of its ai m s, purposes, methods, and Counc 

beliefs brand it as the organized apostasy of I Boston, M 
today. We might be persuaded to blithely / Graham m< 
let this organization go its way and to de- I towI ? P * 5101 
ceive ourselves that it can make no impact I one 

upon the thoroughly . Evangelical forces of I Graham ap 
cur nation. Bat this is far from true, for as 1 J®* “ 

this incipient super -chinch develops Its pro- ®“ 
gram, the true church will find ’'itself not 3. In the 
oqly opposed by, but in positive conflict with has absorb* 
this super-body. Its program is materialistic. Conference 
socialistic _ (if not communistic), Christ- control mil 
denying, and opposed to the true gospet cies, and oc 



the Ecumenical Church machinery is geared 
to power politics and greased for precision 



2. In its opposition to true evangelism. The/ 
local Councils of the NCCC in Los Angeles.^ 

I Boston, and Portland opposed the Billy! 
i Graham meetings. In Portland five down-\ 
f town pastors in a well-advertised panel dis- 
cussion one Sunday night literaly “ ‘took Dr. 
Graham apart’ and stated that the campaign 
had ‘set the cause of Christ in Portland 
back fifty years.’” 

3. In the field of foreign missions. NCCC 
has absorbed* the former Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America and will now 
control missionary personnel, mission poli- 
cies, and occupation of fields. It will decide 

There are several areas in which the care- what missionary, charitable or educational 

Ally planned and organized activities of institutions may* or may not be established 

N.CC.C. have already affected, and can or supported. Evangelical missionaries under 

further affect, the true Christen testimony. ^rch boards in the NCCC have already felt 

the iron hand of restriction m these direc- | 
1. In the establishing of churches and erec - *“»», and 0De missionary wrote, “It is worse 

tion of church buildings. Let us quote from than being under a bishop.” 

Dr. March’s analysis of the situation: Worse than thi$t through political finagling 

"In many cities, territories have been as- * ith f< £*P of which the 

signed certain denominations to the exclusion Federal Council was quite capablq 

of all others. In one large midwestern city NCCC “V, a ° d Possibly can in future bar 

a home missionary organization made a can- true evangehcal testimony from certain areas, 
vass of a strfrarban area to detennine where 4 . Jn the ^ radio broadcasting. 
a new church might be established. Forty ~f £ • 

families of the community were discovered in *be Council early recognized the impor- 
one suburb who were being forced to travel taocc of ^ means of disseminating religion, 

many miles to attend the church of their Atacgpference in Atlantic City , Dr. Charles 

choice, because the Council of Churches in- -“OTlgFarland, then FCCC secretary, made 

sisted that no church but a Presbyterian' widely-publicized stateffienYl ’’The ulti- 

church could operate in this territory. The to be worked out will probably be 

home missions body proceeded to buy a lot * or ^ oca * federations of churches to en- 

without permission of the Council, and to dorse and local stations to present national 

organize a church. When the Council secre- Programs provided on Sunday by the Federal 

tary heard of it, he immediately engineered Council, whereby all will have their choice 

protests to the City Planning Commission of bearing ... a few selected prechers who 

who blocked the establishment of the new ™*. ivcd the full endorsement of the 

church on »nmn*r technicali ties At the edsre Federal Council. Dr. MacFarland continued, 
of the same^fa new govern teas £■. Tte Federal CoancU i, now surveying the 
project barred die same home missions organi- e f ltlre throughout the country and is 

zation from establishing a new church there, *W n “V “P *U svailable stations to carry its 

despite the fact that h was able to prove W“£J?!? k P ^nndwit in, later hod 

that a large percentage of the citizens were FCCC Department of National Relig- 

of its faith. The Council of Churches was ^de this survey and signed up 



then asked to establish an Ecumenical Church t w auiuuns wiui iron-uiau con- 

which it did under the lodership of Trank / Wcts^<*%mg them to use the Federal 

•»n It • • 1 ia. m « * Connell mifnntH nrramm* ant) nrat, ntW’ 



entire field throughout the country and is 
signing up all available stations to carry its 
programs.’ Frank I? Tinndimn, later head, 
e rf the FCCC Department of National Relig- 
ious Radio, made this survey and signed up 
fifty or more stations with iron-dad con- 



liberaV minister. Thus it will be seen that 
an unholy alliancf between super-church and 
state is already in exis tenc e In some sec- 
tions of the nation, to prevent strictly evan- 



Councfi religious programs and none other.’ 

“At the Atlantic City conference a re- 
, porter asked, *Did you mean. Dr. MacFar- 
land, that it is the expectation of the Federal 



these areas one who labors under the belief 
that this is a free c ount ry, and the law- 
abiding citizens may build a church where' 
they can worship according to the dictates of] 
their conscience, has to reckon with a new 
un-American factor in the nature of a super/ 
church. If this is the case today, what will 
c o n d iti o n s be a few years from now when 



ventions to get oh the air and for , pastors 
to broadcast sermons without Federal Council 
sanctio n?’ Dr. MacFarland replied, ‘precise- 
ly. The Cornual feels this to be a wise 
policy.’ Thus was laid down die policy 
which in principle at least has been perpetu- 
ated until the present” 



Only the grace of God and the loyalty 
of millions of Bible-bdieving, Christ-honor- 
mg radio listeners in a still-free America make 
possible such evangelical broadcasts as “Re- 
vivaltime,” w The Lutheran Hour” “The 
Hour of Decision,” and “The Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour.” “Nevertheless these programs 
must pay commercial rates and are under 
constant shrewd undercover attack designed 
to eliminate them from the air.” 

All of oui~preachers, as well as our con- 
l stituency at large, should read and be warned 
I to alertness by Dr. Murch’s able analysis , 
* of this modem apostate Colossus. / 

f (This 80-page brochure can be ordered/ 
from United Evangelical Action, 111 E. 4 th 
St, Cincinnati 2 , Ohio. Single copy, 25 
cents; $2 per dozen; $7.50 for fifty! $12.50 
for 100 copies.) 
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gelical churches from being established. In I. Council Jo control all religious broadcasting, 
these Areas one who labors under the belief/ making it impossible for denominational ~con- 

4lii( ■■ a (m* fV W.wl . M sm! «lu tan, I ■»* * - — — ' ■' ' TV. _ 









July 34, 1953 



The material you formarded under postmark ... 
of July 20, 1953, has been received* ' 

Jt mas indeed thoughtful of you to forward 
these data to me, and X man * to thank you for aaifngr 
t*ea available* ... : ^y". 

Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Sootier 
Director 
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July 21, 1953 



sJ 




Sirs* 



'i 



If at all possible I would like to get information 
in regard to thg ^Nationnl Council Of The Churches of__ 
Christ In The U. S. A, I have heard many accusations 
"made against the National Council and some of its leaders 
implying that it is Red and Subversive . I am now 
investigating the problem to satisfy my conviction. 

Are any statements or excerpts available from the 
Investigating Committee's recent hearing of Bishop Oxnam. 
Any information that can be forwarded to me will be of 
great help. 
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Jkly 37, 1953 

0RDED-105 /O <! SO f- 2J<f c 

to* « 
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Tour letter of July W, 195$, has been recetved , 
and I appreciate the tntereet which prompted you to write 
me* 



ac 



Bhile I would like to be of service, I with to 
advise you that Information in TBI files is confidential 
v\Vi onrf available for official use only, I would like to 
• — llJ\A 'P oin * out also that the FBI is strtctly a fact-finding 
lie’s agency , and tt is not within the limits of its prescribed 



CD \±z 



[functions to draw conclusions or make evaluations as to 



*P character or integrity of any organisation or 

^ Sr '^}<nd<w<duo2. I know you will understand the reason for 
CD < >-these rules and will not infer either that we do or that 
do not have the information you requeetedm 

Tn regard to your requeet for excerpt e from 
he hearinge of the Commtttee on Un-American Activities of 
fe/te United States Bouse of Representatives, it is <=r ■' i 

uggested that you communicate directly with that CoWmitife 
what information it can give you • ? 







JUL2«1953 

MAILED 27 V 



Sincerely your*. 



John tdgar Soever 
Director 
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Tele. Boom- 



Note : : Bufile^rpflec^^ some derogatory information concerning i 
the Council of Churches which was later incorporated into The r 
National Council of ^ffrurches of Christ In America. . Much of 
this data/- hbweJj&r; came from rival church groups. An investi 
gation of the New York Office in 

1950 developed no informatibn lhBTcating anu communist or 
subversive activities on the part of pers<d\s affiliated with 
that organisation . X 
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July 2o, 1953 





Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice, 
Wash±ngton,D* C. 



Dear Sirs; 

I heard over the radio tome tine ago that certain members of the 
Division of Christian Education of the Mational Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America were claimed to be associated 
with Communism. 



Would you please send me information regarding the above statement. 
Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. My inquiry into 
"this subject is for my own enlightenment* 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS/ UN CLASSIFIED, 
DATE 7 4#21BYj 
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July 30 # 1953 
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While I would like to be of service, 
information in TB1 files la confidential and available * 
for a//lcfal use only . I would like to point out also 
that the TBI is strictly a fact-finding agency 9 and it 
ts not within the limits of its prescribed functions 
to draw conclusions or mat* evaluations as to the 
^ j character and integrity of any organisation or Imilvldual* 
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> J know yoy will understand the reason for 

these rules and will not Infer either that we do or do 
chi have ahy^inforaation concerning the organization 

eafbout which you inquire. -- ... ;■ 

07 ,• ■ ^ t Sincerely yours t ' y 

7 \ \ •; J, Edgar Hoover -X- 

John Sdgar Eoover Jg o .- 
•~V • Director 2? 5 

f * » 

. O* c 

NOTE: , Correspondent submitted anidtr email istdmo s' ’ = 



itef* incorporated i 

^ouoci.l_pjrjun ^c he s of Chris* AheY tea » Much o T^ ie 

data, however, cotee from r*vau &nilrch groups . investigation 
confined to contacts with ip formant S’Wf the Mew York Office 
in 1950, uncovered no da$a indicating any communistic or 
subversive activities -on the part of any persons affiliated 
with this organisation. V-,-. r\ 
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CENTRAL DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 




30 Denominations Working Together^* 



'^/NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 



Joseph E. Boyle ^.\i- ■ ^v/ 
Cbtirmtn t nt » ‘J 11 ** »■»■> «»«1 



in the United States of America 



Donald C. Bolles 
Ejt»c»utt* Dtreaor 



2 97 FOURTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. • ORegoo 41 



Bishop William C. Martin. Pttsid ** w 



Rev. Samuel McCrba Cavert. G***r*l Stcrtt*ry 



August 19, 1953 



J 

^ L 

cA r. 



Dear Mr* Hoover: m- 

TV! 

This year Christian Education Week, as sponsored by the 
National Council* a Division of Christian Education, has been 
set for September 27 - October 4» The these of the observance T; 
will be: For All Children, Faith in God* 

The Central Depart sent of Public Relations is endeavoring 
to assist in every way it on to bring full notice of the Week 
to the attention of the whole American public* with special 
ea$hasis on the press media, One very effective vay to obtain 
press cooperation in helping promote the Week is to furnish the 
newspapers (and radio stations) with a group o f thoughtful state- 
Dents on the place of spirit ual and religi ons yalnea in-tha .lives ... 
of OhildTsh^ TBeFW~Wt&rW fteven "statements in ell, one from 
each" of seven prominent church and lay leaders, for use on each 
day of Christian Education Week* 

I I earnestly hope that ve may cell on you to ooiposa one of 
I these statements, of a length not exceeding 250 words. It would 
I have to be ip OUT Sapttnifoa* ftth xt th* 1 *t.»ai r to give lOO- 

j way for general press release. 

Here ere some suggestions that may stimulate thought along 
the lines mentioned: 

The importance of spiritual and religious values in the 
Uvea of children to the welfare of the nation. 

The importance of these values in the child* a own life. 

The contribution of these values instilled in the young 
to family stability. 

The ways spiritual and religious values help keep boys 
and girls out of difficulties and provide them with happy 
experience in life rather than those that lead too often 
to prisons, 

^ recorded. ft H IcV 
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You will agree, I feel sure, that the apiritual plight of 
our children, who by Indifference are being denied their Christ- 
ian heritage, is a basically contributing factor of the nation’s 
moral crisis. Your statement In connection with Christian 
Education Weak, given widest possible circulation, would be of 
definite help. 




| Hr, J* Edgar Hoover 

£ Federal Bureau of Investigation 

| Washington 25, D, C, 
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August 3i, 2959 
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Y ' '• » • . ’V. •*•' 

Mr, Donald CrnSollnn 

Kxecuttvn Di rector " ^ ; 

Central Department of Public Be la tie nc 
rational Council cf the Churchee of Chrtct • 
tn the United Staten of Auer tea 
297 Fourth Avenue 
Pea fork 10, Mete fork 

Dear Mr, Bailee t ' ~* r ' ,a ' '''■‘'-‘3 

_ - * - . -*~ ' *=■ 

Tour letter of August 19, 1953, hao been 
received, Inaomueh an Mr, Beover in presently tn 
a travel eta tun, I cm taking the liberty of oo- 

knoipledging J 

V. 

It tn -highly unlikely that Mr, Boooer 
will return tn time to prepare the statement which 
you requent. Tour letter will be brought to htn 
attention, however, and I an cure that he will 
appreciate your interact in thin regard. 



tn 
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TOTINRIRMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS/li'ICLASSIFjED 



Sincerely yours. 



Helen ¥• dandy 
Secretary 




lolooo. 
Ladd — 



d*W- 




Mi«* Gaadr - 



J: *tj o 

fNote: Thts organisation is what was JormsStly ^d-fisidep&l 

Council of Churches • It has\ become^ an ^xtieme^cor^rouersial 
organisation, in view of allegations from many 
that^has Communist leanings • *' to 

contacts with informants of the tei fork Office* 
developed no data substantiating eueh allegations. IrT view 
of the^ntfjhfiestidd nature of the organisation , however, 
the Bureau has always deolahed to issue dtatements on the 
organisation , although many have been requested from various 
, other members ♦ 
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Note: It to possible thatusy statement provided at this 

time , even though on another subject, might be used by 
the organization as an indication of a clearance by 
the Bureau. (100-50669) 
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Oetobe: 



Si# 



J.Blgar Hoover 
J Chief of the f.B.I. 

Pear Mr .Hoover, 



( A 



I am the pastor of a large ehurch 
for the past few months, I have been doing ay best la this m*» ♦« 

srsytri.'s, 7s?s: 

>» ai. M « .SU1.T2S.* 1 ** lm “ a “«* 
LT^Ji^2*2StoS I'll" ' rmM 

action* I would aonreclatw it *o*v m L _i. «. _ ** poxicy and 

nx h ;: sr scssar ” 

**“* you Tery much for your ooaslderatloa of the matter. 



Tou rs prayerfully, npllftl 



ALL INFORMATION CO 

^‘^UNCLASSiFIFD 
DATE^^ieY^^^ 
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»«. »... ,£".&!*" »r*T*rf- * ei “" «* **». ■ 
r .<,»« mi rf.£iv.i“ iSAi^s:. 

and does not dra» condition* nr uati^valuLt*at£ ff * aeV 
concerning the character and integrity ef anti eroani 
ration or individual. I know you ^11 StSJtllP 
tAe p«a«on /or t/iooo ruleo and will not infer either 
that we do or that we do not have any information 
concerning the organization you mentioned » 

. . . . ^ Ao»eoer^ enclosing some material am' 

: like tVhVceY C0 * Munitm ahieh * thfught you night 

ALL ftlfOKWiATlON CONTAINED Sincerely your*! 

mi^waAssipED/' r. , 













titKmvd^. 

Tele. &ooa>— / 

HoIIomo 1 

Sixoo Oi 

Miee Gandy- 



a^sX’^A^ ti ... ■ ■ - 

Comffunt at Threat in V» S. •.? *■■■ y .|}A • , 

Sfy to, Tight Communion •l , l 

%Tj e %t 0 , l' e Statenat fr-St^s; ;U4 #£:. .:• 

^od Or Chaos? • - *,■■ * L - 

■ '• - ;•■; „ ? r . . ./ •• 1 : ■ * 

Bufilee reflect some derogatory, information 
concerning the Federal Council fy CfturcAo*^JB*«y -' v ' 

\£l*T m Jbg I o § (Bote continued on next page ) 
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SAC, Eew* Xcerk City 

Director, IBS '-• 
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(Occur letter of 6/13/51 

by thefederal Counc il o f Cmrcheg^ jafj C tele t. ^.^ a ?7^-.^. rLW . 
Detailed ^Tarnation concerning church 

In a leaflet entitled "Infomatlon Service," dated March 17, ,, 
1951 end published ty this organisation* - ; 

The Bureau desires the la^t infaroatloa re^etiv* to 
tbo ncnsbcr of church incabcr * In ttao tutted Staton *®y ®s 

Zirai-inM* thrnjiph thia organisation* Please nark your reply 
fS^attenuS of the Statistical Section* ; 

VMRim "■ ~ ■ •'. • • r,\ ' ’ 
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PLAIN FACTS about The National Council of Churches 



plete analysis of his charges a gaiTvrt 
one of the 48 listed chur chm en is pre- 
seated. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
respected General Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, has been 
dedicating his time, talent and experi- 
ence for the past 35 years to the de- 
velopment of Christian cooperation in 
this country and throughout the world. 
Because of his key position in the 
Council, we present a detailed exam- 
ination of the attacks on him. 

Dr. Cavert is charged with having 
“aided and abetted God-hating un- 
American organizations*’ — namely. 
Nos. 24, 37, 40, and 46 in Mr. Kaub’s 
hodge-podge compilation. 

No. 24 in his list is The Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. . 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert did belong to the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation for a year or 
two at the time when our government 
was convening an international con- 
ference for reduction of armaments 
and pressing for the Kellogg Pact for 
the. Outlawing of War. He resigned 
when it became clear to him that con- 
/ ditions in the world required prepared- 
ness for defense, and has not been a 
member at any time within the last 
twenty-five years. 

No. 37 is the North American Com- 
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert never was a member of 
the North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy. He made critical 
statements in 1936 about the way in 
which Franco overthrew the' Spanish 
Republic, but joined no organization 
dealing with this issue. 



No. 40 is “The Protestant." 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert never was affiliated with 
this magazine, never served on either 
its editorial board or its advisory com- 
mittee, never contributed to its col- 
umns. He did sign an appeal against 
anti-Semitism entitled “Protestantism 
Answers Hate," which was published 
by “The Protestant at the time when 
Nazi propaganda against the Jews 
was at its height. To infer that this 
meant any connection with the mag- 
azine is untrue. 

No. 46 is the War Resisters League . 

What are the facts? 

Dr. Cavert never belonged to the 
War Resisters League at any time. 

▲ ▲ ▲ 

An especially flagrant case of de- 
ception in this pamphlet is the way it 
uses a remark by J. Edgar Hoover, 
head of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. Mr. Hoover is quoted as say- 
ing, “I confess to real apprehension 
so long as communists are able to se- 
cure ministers of the Gospel to pro-' 
mote their evil work.” This statement 
of Mr. Hoover’s is inserted between 
two sections of the pamphlet, both 
of which refer to the Council of 
Churches, and the reader is thereby 
led to believe that Mr. Hoover was re- 
ferring to it Yet Mr. Hoover asserts 
without qualification that he had no 
such thought in mind, and that such 
a use of his statement was unjustified. 

Reproduced on the following page 
is the letter from Mr. Hoover con- 
taining his statement of repudiation. 
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Mates Bspartotsnt of 9ustfct 
IWttral Btsrran of itiwllgaftoii 
Vubtngtxm », A. C, 
February 3 , 1951 



Mr. S. L. Bepaee 
Passenger Traffic Manager 
Morfolk and Western Bail nay 
Company 

Roanoke, Virginia 
Dear Mr , Bepasst 

Tour letter dated January tfflL 1951. has 
been received. 9 1 w 

. . ^ Th * quotation mutch you set forth mas 

taken out of context from remarks I made before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities of the 
Bouse of Bsprssentatiues on March 26, 1947, at 
Washington, D • C. I am enclosing a reprint of 
**« s • retorts, Tou mill note in paragraph 4, on 
page 12, the statement to mhioh you make reference* 

I mant you to knom that netthsr on this 
oooasion nor at any time have I ever made any statements 
criticising the federal Council of Churches or the 
Motional Council of Churches. 

1 ot enclosing sots material ahtoh J 
thought you might like to have* 



Sincerely yours. 




Mnclosure 
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National (^inCli of the Churches of CS^r 

in the United States of Amer&a 



£97 FOURTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 10. N. Y. • TELEPHONE ORegon 4-6005 



General Administration 
REV. SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT 
General Secretary 
REV. ROY G. ROSS 

Associate General Secretary 
REV. EARL FREDERICK ADAMS 
REV. PHILIP C. LANDERS 
REV. J. QUINTER MILLER 
REV. WILBUR C. PARRY 

Adnuniet ratine Secretaries 



Bis h or William C. Ma*tin 
President 



Rev. Paul C. Payne 
Db. Abthub S. Flemming 
Rkv. Eakl R. Brown 
Rev. Raymond A. Dudley 
Divisional Vice President A 
Mr. Charles E. Wilson 

Treasurer 

Rev. Reuben H. Mueller 
Recording Secretary 






ober 26, 1953 



Mr. Tolson_ — 
Mr. 

Mr. nf&p&iS- 

Mr. Brunont 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. G’avin._ 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Rws«.:i — 

Mr. Tvft'y - 

Mr. 

Mr. Mv:r 
Mr. Wirterr?^ 
Tele. Rcur.i # 
Mr. H.licr &n . 
MrSs Car..:y 



Mr. Charles E. Wilson Dear Mr. HoOVer: Mr* v\*'r 

Treasurer l ‘ 

Rev Reuben H Mueller Mr - Wfctrawgp ; 

Recording Secretary It IS Iiy pleaSUTe, ill behalf Of the National Council of Tele. RCiT.I Z&L' 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, * Ir * - 

to invite you to be our guest at a special luncheon at { yT X 

the Statler Hotel, Washington, in the South American 

Room, on Wednesday, November 18, at 12:30. 1 * V 1 — — 

The luncheon is being held in connection with a regular 

meeting of the National Council’s General Board on 

November 17 and 18. This is the first time the General 

Board has met in Washington. The purpose of the luncheon 

is to afford an opportunity for informal contacts between 

the representatives of the thirty national denominations ^ 

comprising the Council and a small group of Christian \ 

leaders in our government* ^ J 

1 1 The President of the United States has accepted an f/ 

If invitation to bring a word of greeting at the luncheon. j \ 

I should appreciate it if you would let me know at your 
early convenience whether you are able to accept our 
invitation. 

•all 

HEREIN 5 dfr&p'r 

DAT President * nov^9J9» 

/ ' tt cow iB ' * 






The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 
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